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Auction Location 


Renaissance Parc 55 Hotel 
55 Cyril Magnin St. 
San Francisco , CA 9 4102 
Phone #415.392.8000 


The Auction will be conducted at the Renaissance Parc 55 Hotel in Parc Rooms I & II. 


SESSION ONE 
SUNDAY, JULY 24 
Lots 1-805 

1:00 pm Start 

5:00 pm Complimentary Buffet 
Dinner for Registered Bidders 


SESSION TWO 
SUNDAY, JULY 24 
The Rod Sweet Collection, 
Part IV-Lots 1001-1073 
Followed by Lots 2001-2818 
5:30 pm Start 


Lot Viewing at the Santa Clara Expo 

Lot Viewing will be conducted at the Santa Clara Coin, Stamp & Collectibles Expo 
at the Santa Clara Convention Center, Halls C & D, Booth 1051. 

THURSDAY, JULY 21 FRIDAY, JULY 22 SATURDAY, JULY 23 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 9:00 am — 6:00 pm 9:00 am — 3:00 pm 


11 >1 Viewing at the Auction 

Lot Viewing will be conducted at the Renaissance Parc 55 Hotel in Parc Room III. 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 


Lot Pickup 

Lot Pick Up will be conducted at the Renaissance Parc 55 Hotel in Parc Room Ill. 

MONDAY, JULY 25 

10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

All times listed are in Pacific Daylight Time 
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Bowers and Merena 

Order of Sale 


SESSION ONE 
Sunday, July 24, 2005 
1:00 pm Pacific Daylight Time Start 
Lots 1 - 805 


Colonials.Lots 1-3 

Half Cents.Lots 4- 11 

Large Cents.Lots 12-26 

Small Cents.Lots 27 - 110 

Two-Cent Pieces.Lots 111 4 112 

Silver Three-Cent Pieces.Lots 113 - 120 

Nickel Three-Cent Pieces.Lots 121 - 137 

Nickel Five-Cent Pieces.Lots 138 - 357 

Half Dimes.Lots 358 - 375 

Dimes.Lots 376 - 434 

Twenty-Cent Pieces.Lots 435 - 438 

Quarter Dollars.Lots 439 - 525 

Half Dollar.Lots 526-657 

Silver Dollars—Early, Gobrecht, Seated Liberty 
(excluding the Rod Sweet Collection Part IV) 

&l Trade Dollars.Lots 658 - 738 

Commemorative Silver Coins.Lots 719 - 784 

Commemorative Gold Coins.Lots 785 - 789 

Tokens and Medals......Lots 790 - 791 

Mint Errors...Lots 792 - 802 

Bullion.I. m .Lots 803 - 805 


SESSION TWO 
Sunday, July 24, 2005 
5:30 pm Pacific Daylight Time Start 
Lots 1001 - 1 073, 2001 - 2818 

The Rod Sweet Collection Part IV 
Lots 1001 - 1073 


Lots 2001 - 2818 

(Immediately following the 
Rod Sweet Collection Part IV) 


Silver Dollars—Morgan & Peace.Lots 2001 - 2383 

Pattern Coins.Lots 2384 - 2405 

Private and Territorial Gold Coins.Lots 2406 - 2408 

Early Proof Sets.Lots 2409 - 2423 

Gold Dollars.Lots 2424 - 2444 

Quarter Eagles.Lots 2445 - 2518 

Three-Dollar Gold Pieces.Lots 2519 - 2576 

Half Eagles.Lots 2577 - 2664 

Eagles.Lots 2665 - 2716 

Double Eagles.Lots 2717 - 2818 


END OF SALE 
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Selling Coins or Currency? 
Consider This Advice About Spectrum 
From An Experienced Collector... 


Is it time to sell? Want to be sure 
you’ll choose the selling options that 
produce the maximum return for your 
coins and currency? 
Thousands of 
experienced collectors, 
investors, dealers, and 
institutions contact 
Spectrum every 
year. Most of them 
T| decide to use our 
services. Read this 
satisfied client’s letter 
to learn why he chose 
Spectrum... 
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To Maximize YOUR Return... 

You know our names and our reputations. CaU 888.540.2646 toU-free 
today to seU your coins for immediate cash, or to discuss placing them in 
an upcoming sale at one of these prominent auction houses: 

Bowers and Merena Auctions 

The pre-eminent rare coin auction company of the last three decades. 

i^T^gswoodCoin Auctions 

Specializing in mid-range PCGS and NGC certified coins. 


el trade* 


r 150 exclusively internet auctions annually. 



The Spectrum family of companies offers a wide 
variety of selling options to maximize your return: 
immediate top-of-the-market cash for outright 
purchase, placement in a Teletrade, Kingswood or 
Bowers and Merena auction, liberal cash advances, 
guaranteed sales, etc. 

This Kansas collector made one toll-free phone call 
to learn the many advantages of selling his coins 
through Spectrum. You can too. Let the friendly and 
knowledgeable Spectrum numismatists work with 
you to achieve your goals on your schedule. Call 
toll-free today: 888 . 540.2646 


Call Toll-Free today 888.540.2646 for a Free Cash-Maximizing consultation. 

3SI 

Service. Experience. Dependability. 

It pays to choose the very best. 

SPECTRUM NUMISMATIC 
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A GMAI Company 



www.syectYumcoins.com 























“The catalog was beautifully presented. The 
descriptions used to describe my coins were 
accurate and complete. I have enjoyed my 
relationship with your firm for over 30 years 
, and look forward to working with you again.” 


J.M., California 



“I am more than pleased with the outcome of 
the Boivers and M erena Las Vegas Auction of 
October 2004. ...I felt very comfortable with 
Boivers and M erena. Everything agreed upon 
went as promised. They are truly professional.” 


L.F., New York 



“The whole experience was a satisfying one. 
The final results exceeded my expectations and 
please be advised that in the future you and 
Bowers and M erena Auctions will be the only 
i people I call with my numismatic dealings.” 


R.G.N., New York 


Find out June ice cun help you realize the strongest possible prizes for your numismatic rarities. Whut ice 
did for these satisfied consignors, ice cun do for you. Call today at 800-458-4646 und speak to us about 
the consignment of your coins and notes in an upcoming Boivers and Merenu auction. 
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I Bowers and Merena Auctions 



Bowers And Merena is a proud member of 


SIS! SPECTRUM NUMISMATIC 
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Terms of Sale 


1. Auction Basics. This is a public auction sale ("Auction Sale") conducted by licensed and 
bonded Auctioneers, Bowers & Merena Auctions (hereinafter referred to as "Auctioneer" 
and at times as "Bowers"). Bidding in this Auction Sale constitutes acceptance by you 
("Bidder") of all the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale stated herein. Bidders may 
include consignors who may bid and purchase lot(s) in the Auction Sale consigned by the 
consignor or by other consignors pursuant to their consignment agreement with Bowers 
("Consignor" or "Consignors"). A Consignor that bids on their own lots in the Auction Sale 
may pay a different fee than the buyers premium charged to all other buyers. Bowers reserves 
the right to include in any auction sale its own material as well as material from affiliated or 
related companies, principals, officers or employees. Bowers may have direct or indirect 
interests in any of the lots in the auction and may collect commissions. THE TWO PRE- 
CEEDING SENTENCES SHALL BE DEEMED A PART OF THE DESCRIPTION 
OF ALL LOTS CONTAINED IN THE CATALOGUE. Where the Consignor has re¬ 
purchased a lot and the lot is either returned to the Consignor or otherwise dealt with or dis¬ 
posed of in accordance with the Consignor's direction, or pursuant to contractual agree¬ 
ment, Bowers reserves the right to so note in the prices realized or to omit a price from the 
prices realized. Bowers may bid for its own account at any auction. Bowers may have infor¬ 
mation about any lot that is not known publicly, and Bowers reserves the right to use such 
information, in a manner determined solely by Bowers and for the benefit of Bowers, with¬ 
out disclosing such information in the catalog, catalog description or at the auction. Bidder 
acknowledges and agrees that Bowers may not be required to pay a Buyer's Commission, or 
other charges that other Bidders may be required to pay and may have access to information 
concerning the lot(s) that is not otherwise available to the public. Any claimed conflict of 
interest or claimed competitive advantage resulting therefrom is expressly waived by all par¬ 
ticipants in the Auction Sale. Lot(s) may carry a Reserve. A Reserve is a confidential price 
or bid below which the Auctioneer will not sell an item or will re-purchase on behalf of the 
Consignor or for Bowers. 

2. Descriptions and Grading. Bidder acknowledges that grading of most coins in this 
Auction have been determined by independent grading services, and those that are not are 
graded by Bowers. Grading of rare coins is subjective and may differ among independent 
grading services and among numismatists, even though grading has a material effect on 
the value of the coins. Bowers is not responsible for the grades assigned by independent 
grading services, and makes no warranty or representation regarding such grades. Bidder 
further acknowledges and agrees that grades assigned by Bowers and lot descriptions are 
based solely upon an examination of the coins and are intended to note any perceived 
characteristics. However, coin grading and perception are subjective. Bowers does not 
warrant the accuracy of such descriptions. All photographs in this catalogue are of the 
actual items being sold but may not be the actual size or to scale. 

3. The Bidding Process. The Auctioneer may open or accept the bidding on any lot by plac¬ 
ing a bid on behalf of the Consignor or his or her agent, a Bidder by mail, telephone, internet 
or telefax; or any other participant in the Auction Sale. The Auctioneer may accept or decline 
any bid, challenge to any bid or bidding increment, as the Auctioneer in its sole discretion shall 
determine. Bids must be for an entire lot and each lot constitutes a separate sale. No lot will 
be broken up unless otherwise permitted by the Auctioneer. Lots will be sold in their num¬ 
bered sequence unless Auctioneer directs otherwise. All material shall be sold in separate lots to 
the highest Bidder as determined by the Auctioneer. Auctioneer shall have the right in its sole 
and absolute discretion to adjudicate all bidding disputes and shall have the right, but not the 
obligation, to rescind the acceptance of any bid and place the lot(s) for Auction Sale again. 
Auctioneer's decision on all bidding disputes shall be binding and final. For the Mail and 
Internet Bidder's protection, no "unlimited" or "buy” bids will be accepted. When identical 
bids are received for a lot, preference is given to the first bid received as determined by the 
Auctioneer. A mail bid will take precedence over an identical floor bid; a Floor Bidder and 
Telephone Bidder must bid higher than the highest mail bid to be awarded any lot. Auctioneer 
reserves the right to refuse any bid, to reduce any mail bid received, to open the bidding of a 
lot at any level deemed appropriate by the Auctioneer and to determine the prevailing bid, at 
his sole discretion. THIS IS NOT AN APPROVAL SALE. Bidders who physically attend the 
Auction sale, either personally or through an agent ("Floor Bidders") should carefully examine 
all lots which they are interested in purchasing. Bidders who bid by telephone, either person¬ 
ally or through an agent, receive a similar benefit as Floor Bidders in being able to actively par¬ 
ticipate in the live Auction Sale ("Telephone Bidders"). Therefore, except as otherwise provid¬ 
ed in these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, COINS LISTED IN THIS CATALOGUE 
GRADED BY PCGS, NGC OR ANACS CACHET, OR ANY OTHER THIRD PARTY 
GRADING SERVICE MAY NOT BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEV¬ 
ER BY ANY BIDDER. For non-certified coins; If it is determined in a review by Bowers that 
there is a material error in the catalogue description of a non-certified coin, the lot may be 
returned if written notice is received by Bowers within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the 
lot(s). The lot(s) must be received by Bowers no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after 
the Auction Sale in the same condition the lot(s) were delivered to the Bidder, in their original, 
sealed containers. Late remittance constitutes just cause for revocation of all return privileges. 
All prospective Bidders who have had the opportunity to examine the lot(s) prior to the 
Auction Sale personally assume all responsibility for any damage that Bidder causes in connec¬ 
tion with the lot(s). Bowers shall have sole discretion in determining the value of the damage 
caused, which shall be promptly paid by the prospective Bidder. BOWERS IS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS IN BIDDING. A Bidder should make certain to bid 
on the correct lot and that the bid is the bid intended. Once the hammer has fallen and the 
Auctioneer has announced the winning Bidder, the Bidder is unconditionally bound to pay for 
the lot, even if the Bidder has made a mistake. Bowers reserves the right to withdraw any lot 
at any time, even after the hammer has fallen, until the Bidder has taken physical possession of 
the lot. No Bidder shall have a right to claim any consequential damages if a lot is withdrawn, 
even after the Auction Sale. 


4. Bidder Registration Required. All persons seeking to bid must have a catalogue and reg¬ 
ister to bid at the auction by completing a registration card or bid sheet. By submitting a 
bid, the Bidder acknowledges that Bidder has read the Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale, the descriptions for the lot(s) on which they have bid, and that they agree to adhere to 
these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. This agreement shall be deemed to have been 
made in California. The Bidder acknowledges that the invoice describing a lot by number 
incorporates the catalogue and Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

5. Prices, Payment and Delivery. A Buyer's Commission of fifteen (15%) on each indi¬ 
vidual lot will be added to all purchases made by Bidders, except for reacquisitions by 
Consignors, regardless of affiliation with any group or organization, and will be based 
upon the total amount of the final bid. A reacquisition charge may apply to Consignors 
pursuant to a separate agreement, which may be higher or lower than the Buyer's 
Commission. Payment is due immediately upon receipt of notification. Payment is delin¬ 
quent and in default if not made in good funds in full within fourteen (14) days of the 
Auction Sale, without exception. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, auction sales are 
strictly cash in U.S. funds payable through a bank in the United States. On any cash 
transaction or series of transactions exceeding $10,000, Treasury Form 8300 will be filed. 
Contact Bowers for wiring instructions before sending a wire. Lots must be paid for the 
earlier of receipt of invoice or delivery. Lot(s) will not be shipped before funds are received 
by Bowers. Bowers reserves the right to decline to release lots for which good funds have 
not yet been received. On any accounts past due, Bowers reserves the right to extend cred¬ 
it and impose periodic charges. Bidder agrees to pay reasonable attorney's fees and cost 
incurred to collect on such past due accounts. Payment by Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express or Discover may be accepted only for internet bidders whose total purchases for 
the Auction Sale do not exceed $5,000. Bids will not be accepted from those persons 
under eighteen (18) years of age without a parent's written consent which acknowledges 
thevjerms and Conditions of Auction Sale herein and agrees to be bound thereby on 
behalf"of the Bidder. Bidders personally and unconditionally guarantee payment that are 
or become owed to Bowers. If a corporation is the Bidder, the corporate representative 

resent at the sale shall provide Bowers at the time of registration with a statement signed 

y each principal, director and officer that they each personally and unconditionally guar¬ 
antee any and all current or future obligations owed to Bowers or such other statement as 
may be acceptable to Bowers, in the sole discretion of Bowers. Bidders who have not estab¬ 
lished credit with Bowers must furnish satisfactory credit references or deposit at least 
twenty-five percent (25%) of their total bids for that Auction Sale session(s) or such other 
amounts as Bowers may, in its sole and absolute discretion, require before such bids will 
be accepted. Deposits submitted will be applied to purchases. Any remaining deposits 
wiil be promptly refunded, upon clearance of funds. Bowers will not assume responsibil¬ 
ity for the shipping and packaging of certain larger items or items of a more fragile nature 
sold in this sale as determined by Bowers. It is the Bidder's responsibility to contact 
Bowers after the sale to make shipping and packaging arrangements. Due to the fragile 
nature of some lots, Bowers may be forced to charge additional shipping and handling. 
Lots indicated as being "framed" are shipped at the Bidder’s risk. Taxes, postage, freight 
charges, if applicable, handling, insurance, the fifteen percent (15%) Buyer's 
Commission, and any other fees required by law to be charged or collected will be added 
to the invoice for any lot(s) that is invoiced to successful Bidders. 

California, New Jersey and New York State residents will be charged sales tax as well 
as bidders who pick up in California at this Auction without a valid Resale 
Certificate. Please note that the purchase of any coin or bullion lot(s) with a price, 
including the buyer's fee, in excess of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) is exempt 
from California sales tax. On any tax not paid by Bidder which should have been paid, 
even if not collected by Bowers by mistake, error, negligence or gross negligence, Bidder 
agrees to promptly pay the same on demand together with any interest or penalty that may 
be assessed. Title to any lot remains with Consignor, any secured party of the Consignor, 
or Consignor's assigns, as the case may be, until the lot is paid for in full by Bidder. 
Bowers reserves the right to require payment in full before delivering any lot to the suc¬ 
cessful Bidder. The RISK OF LOSS passes to the Bidder upon delivery of the lot(s). 

Any and all claims based upon Buyer's failure to receive a purchased coin or lot, Buyer’s 
receipt of a coin or lot in damaged condition, or otherwise related to delivery, must be 
received in writing by Bowers no later than forty-five (45) days after Buyer's payment for 
the coin or lot, regardless of whether the Buyer has received confirmation of shipment or 
not, or within 45 days of Sale if payment is not made within said time based upon pre¬ 
approved credit or otherwise. Buyer may not receive notification of shipment; it is Buyer's 
obligation to make timely notification of any such claim. The failure to make a timely 
claim, time being of the essence, shall constitute a waiver of any such claim. 

6. Financial Responsibility. In the event a successful Bidder fails to make payment when 
due, Bowers reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to rescind the sale or to resell the lot(s) 
in a commercially reasonable manner, which may include a public or private sale. Bidder 
agrees to pay for the reasonable cost of such a sale, together with any incidental costs of 
sale, including reasonable attorney's fees and costs, cataloguing and any other reasonable 
charges. Bidder grants to Bowers or its assignees the right to offset any sums due, or found 
to be due to Bowers, and to make such offset from any past, current, or future consign¬ 
ment, or purchases that are in the possession or control of Bowers; or from any sums due 
to Bidder by Bowers. Bidder further grants Bowers a purchase money security interest in 
such sums or items and their proceeds to the extent applicable, to secure all indebtedness 
due to Bowers, plus all accrued expenses, attorney fees, and costs, until the indebtedness 
is paid in full. Bidder grants Bowers the right to file a UCC-1 financing statement for 
such items, to sign the statement as Bidder’s attorney-in-fact, and to assign such interest 
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Terms of Sale (cont.) 


to any affiliated or related company or any third party deemed appropriate by Bowers. If 
the auction invoice is not paid for in full when due per invoice terms, the unpaid balance 
will earn interest at the rate of one-and-one-half percent (1-1/2%) per month until it is 
paid in full. In the event this interest rate exceeds the interest permitted by law, the same 
shall be adjusted to the maximum rate permitted by law, and any amount paid in excess 
thereof shall be allocated to principal. Bidder agrees to pay all reasonable attorney's fees, 
court costs and other collection costs incurred by Bowers or any affiliated or related com¬ 
pany to collect past due invoices or to interpret or enforce the terms hereof or in any 
action or proceeding arising out of or related to the Auction Sale. Bowers reserves the 
right to assign its interest to any third party. To the extent that the winning Bidder for 
any lot consists of more than one person or entity, each such person or entity is jointly 
and severally liable for all obligations of the Bidder, regardless of the title or capacity of 
such person or entity. 

7. DISCLAIMER AND WARRANTIES. NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILI¬ 
TY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE IS MADE OR IMPLIED ON 
ANY LOT. NO WARRANTY. WHETHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE 
WITH RESPECT TO ANY LOT EXCEPT FOR WARRANTY OF TITLE, AND IN 
THE CASE OF TITLE. AUCTIONEER IS SELLING ONLY THAT RIGHT OR 
TITLE TO THE LOT THAT THE CONSIGNOR MAY HAVE AS OF THE AUC¬ 
TION SALE DATE. ALL LOTS ARE SOLD "AS IS” AND WITH ALL FAULTS. 
PURCHASER HEREBY ASSUMES ALL RISKS CONCERNING AND RELATED 
TO THE GRADING, QUALITY, DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, AUTHENTICI¬ 
TY, AND PROVENANCE OF A LOT. 

a. COINS LISTED IN THIS CATALOGUE GRADED BY PCGS, NGC OR ANACS 
CACHET, OR ANY OTHER THIRD PARTY GRADING SERVICE MAY NOT 
BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER BY ANY BIDDER. For 
non-certified coins: If it is determined in a review by Bowers that there is a material 
error in the catalogue description of a non-certified coin, the lot may be returned if 
written notice is received by Bowers within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the 
lot(s). The lot(s) must be received by Bowers no later than fourteen (14) calendar days 
after the Auction Sale in the same condition the lot(s) were delivered to the Bidder, in 
their original, sealed containers. 

b. Any and all claims that an item is not authentic, must be made in writing to Bowers 
within seventy-two (72) hours days after receipt of the item. 

c. If an item or items are returned pursuant to the terms herein, they must be housed in 
their original, sealed and unopened container. 

d. Late remittance or removal of any item form its original container constitutes just cause 
for revocation of all return privileges. 

e. Grading or condition of rare coins may have a material effect on the value of the item(s) 
purchased, and the opinion of others (including independent grading services) may dif¬ 
fer with the independent grading services opinion or interpretation of Bowers. Bowers 
shall not b? bound by any prior, or subsequent opinion, determination or certification 
by any independent grading service. 

f. Questions regarding the minting of a coin as a "proof or as a "business strike" relate to 
the method of manufacture ana not to authenticity. 

g. All oral and written statements made by Bowers and its employees (including affiliated 
and related companies) are statements of opinion only, and are not warranties or repre¬ 
sentations of any kind, unless stated as a specific written warranty, and no employee or 
agent of Bowers has authority to vary or alter these Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale. Any alteration shall be effective only if in writing and signed by an officer of 
Bowers authorized to do so. 

h. Bidders sh ,'i have no recourse against the Consignor for any reason whatsoever. 

i. Bidder acknowledges that the rare coin market is speculative, unregulated and volatile, 
and that coin prices may rise or fall over time. Bowers does not guarantee that any cus¬ 
tomer buying for investment purposes will be able to sell for a profit in the future. 

j. Bidder acknowledges and agrees that neither Bowers, nor its employees, affiliates, 
agents, third-party providers or consignors warrant that auctions will be unimpaired, 
uninterrupted or error free and accordingly shall not be liable for such events. 

8. Waiver *nd Release. Bidder, for himself, his heirs, agents, successors and assignees, 
generally and specifically waives and releases, and forever discharges Bowers, and its 
respective affiliates, parents, shareholders, agents, subsidiaries, employees, members of 
their respective boards of directors, and each of them, and their respective successors and 
assignees from any and all claims, rights, demands and causes of actions and suits, of what¬ 
ever kind or nature, including but not limited to claims based upon Auctioneer’s negli¬ 
gence, whether in law or equity, whether known or unknown, suspected or unsuspected, 
which Bidder may claim to have with respect to and/or arising out of, or in connection 
with any challenge to the tide to any goods purchased, the sale itself, any lot bid upon or 
consigned, and/or the auction, except where such reimbursement is otherwise authorized 
in these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. It is the intention of Bidder that this waiv¬ 
er and release shall be effective as a bar to each and every claim, demand, cause of action 
and suit that may arise hereunder or be related to the Auction Sale, and Purchaser hereby 
knowingly and voluntarily waives any and all rights and benefits otherwise conferred upon 
him by the provisions of Section 1542 of the California Civil Code, which reads in full as 
follows: 

"A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE CRED¬ 
ITOR DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO EXIST IN HIS FAVOR AT THE 
TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE, WHICH IF KNOWN BY HIM MUST 
HAST MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR." 


9. Disputes. If a dispute arises concerning ownership of a lot that has been bid upon or 
concerning proceeds of any sale, Bowers reserves the right to commence a statutory inter¬ 
pleader proceeding at the expense of the Consignor and successful Bidder and any other 
applicable party, and in such event shall be entitled to its reasonable attorneys' fees and 
costs. Bowers reserves the right to cancel or postpone the Auction Sale or any session 
thereof for a reasonable period of time for any reason whatsoever. No Bidder shall have 
any claim as a result thereof, including for incidental or consequential damages. Neither 
Bowers nor any affiliated or related company shall be responsible for incidental or conse¬ 
quential damages arising out of any failure of the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, 
tne auction or the conduct thereof and in no event shall such liability exceed the purchase 
price, premium, or fees paid. If the Bidder fails to comply with one or more of these Terms 
and Conditions of Auction Sale, then, in addition to all other remedies which it may have 
at law or in equity, Bowers may at its sole option either (a) rescind the sale, retaining all 
payments made by Bidder as liquidated damages, it being recognized that actual damages 
may be speculative or difficult to compute, or (b) sell a portion or all of the lot(s) held by 
Bowers, in a quantity sufficient in the opinion of Bowers to satisfy the indebtedness, plus 
all accrued charges, and Bowers may sell such portion at an auction sale or private sale 
conducted by Bowers and charge a sellers commission that is commercially reasonable. 
More than one such sale may take place at the option of Bowers. Notice of the sale shall 
be by U.S.P.S. Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested to the address utilized on the Bid 
Sheet, Auction Consignment and Security Agreement or other last known address by 
Bowers. The proceeds shall be applied first to the satisfaction of any damages occasioned 
by Bidder's breach, then to any other indebtedness owed to Bowers, including without 
limitation, commissions, handling charges, the expenses of both sales, reasonable attor¬ 
neys' fees, costs, collection agency fees and costs and any other costs or expenses incurred. 
Bidder shall also be liable to Bowers if the proceeds of such sale or sales are insufficient to 
cover the indebtedness. Rights granted to Bidders under the within Terms and Conditions 
of Auction Sale are personal and apply only to the Bidder who initially purchases the lot(s) 
from Bowers. The rights may not be assigned or transferred to any other person or enti¬ 
ty, whether by sale of the lot(s), operation of law or otherwise. Any attempt to assign or 
transfer any such rights shall be absolutely void and unenforceable. No third party may 
rely on any benefit or right conferred by these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

10. General Terms. These Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale and the auction shall be 
construed and enforced in accordance with, and governed by, the laws of the State of 
California, regardless of the location of the Auction Sale. Any dispute arising out of or 
related to these Terms and Conditions of Sale, the Auction Sale or any lot, with the sole 
exception of actions by Bowers to collect the purchase price and other damages, shall be 
submitted to binding arbitration pursuant to the rules of the Professional Numismatics 
Guild ("PNG"). Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the competent courts of the State 
of California shall have exclusive jurisdiction, subject to the requirement to arbitrate, over 
any dispute(s) arising hereunder, regardless of any party's current or future residence or 
domicile. Bidder further agrees that venue shall be in arbitration or the Superior Court 
in Orange County, in the state of California. Bidder agrees that any arbitration or legal 
action with respect to this Auction Sale is barred unless commenced within one (1) year 
of the date of this Auction Sale. These Terms and Conditions of Sale and the information 
on the Bower's website constitute the entire agreement between the parties hereto on the 
subject matter hereof and supersede all other agreements, understandings, warranties and 
representations concerning the subject matter hereof. If any section of these Terms and 
Conditions of Auction Sale or any term or provision of any section is held to be invalid, 
void, or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining sections or 
terms and provisions of a section shall .continue in full force and effect without being 
impaired or invalidated in any way. Bowers may at its sole and absolute discretion, make 
loans or advances to Consignors and/or Bidders. 

11. Special Services. If you wish to limit your total expenditures, please fill in the maxi¬ 
mum amount you wish to spend on the MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE line at the upper 
portion of your bid sheet. You can then submit bids for amounts up to eight times the 
amount of the maximum expenditure. This is a personal service and a Bowers and Merena 
customer representative will personally attend to your bid sheet by bidding from the auc¬ 
tion floor, bus ing lots for your account until your authorized expenditure is reached. 
While we will do our best in your behalf, due to the speed of the auction sale and the 
sometimes crowded conditions, we cannot be responsible for failure to execute such a bid 
properly. Due to the bookkeeping involved, this service is offered only to bidders with 
maximum expenditures of $1,000 or more. 

12. We invite you to take advantage of the optional 10% to 30% increase to help your 
chance of being a successful bidder. Check the appropriate place on your bid sheet. 

13. Bidding in this auction sale constitutes acceptance by the bidder of the foregoing 
terms of sale. 

Please note: Transparent holders in which the auction lots are stored are to facilitate view¬ 
ing and inspection of the lots and ARE NOT for long-term storage. 


FOR BEST ATTENTION: 

Pre-sale bidding online a 

t www.bowersandmerena.com until: 

SESSION ONE 

SESSION TWO 

Sunday, July 24 

Sunday, July 24 

11:00 AM Pacific Time 

3:30 PM Pacific Time 


For PRICES REALIZED after the sale, call 1-800-458-4646. Prices realized will also be 
posted on the Internet soon after the session closes at www.bowersandmerena.com 
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Bowers and Merena Makes it Easy to Bid 
on Your Favorite Numismatic Rarities. 

As part of our commitment to deliver the best in customer care, Bowers and Merena offers several different 
ways for you to bid in our auctions. And in addition to the bidding methods presented here, don’t forget 
about our new Live Online Bidding feature. 


Visit the Bowers and Merena website , www.bowersandmerena.com to register. 
Look for the ( ) link. 

1. FAX/MAIL BIDDING 

You may fax your bid sheet 
to 949.253.4091 
or mail to: 

18022 Cowan, Suite 200 D 
Irvine, CA 92614 
Fax and Mail bids must 
be received by: 

• SESSION ONE 
Sunday, July 24 
11:00 am Pacific Time 

• SESSION TWO 
Sunday, July 24 
3:30 pm Pacific Time 


2. PHONE BIDDING 
You may call 800.458.4646 to 
bid over the phone until: 

• SESSION ONE 

Sunday, July 24 

11:00 am Pacific Time 

• SESSION TWO 
Sunday, July 24 
3:30 pm Pacific Time 


3. INTERNET BIDDING 

You may bid on our website at 
www.bowersandmerena.com any¬ 
time until: 

• SESSION ONE 

Sunday, July 24 

11:00 am Pacific Time 

• SESSION TWO 
Sunday, July 24 
3:30 pm Pacific Time 

(See following page for 
instructions on how to use 
our new live online bidding.) 


Jk 


Bid Sheet 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Bowers and Merena Auctions 

- 

18022 Cowan, Suite 200 D, Irvine, CA 92614 

Toll-Free 800.458,4646 • 949.253.0916 • auction@bowersandmerena.com 


1 Fax vt,ur bids 24 hours a da>: • .... .. . i, I ‘>-i«-2M-4091. BE SURE TO FOLLOW 1 

[ UP YOUR FAX OR PHONE BIDS WITH WRITTEN CONFIRMATION. j 

Max.- 


(25% of Sale) 

. 2,000 


IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ TERMS OF SALE BEFORE BIDDING. 

Here are my bids for your July 2005 San Francisco Rarities Sale and Rod Sweet Collection, Part IV. 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 


SPECIAL SERVICES 


$ 8,000 

Please increase ray.bids 
□ 10% □ 20% □ 30% 


tSftvo Pow 

r or p.o. _U& _ Pleasant St. 

AnvjtovJHr> 


_STAT E CA Z.P 40000 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE 0*3^665-11/1 __ pax # 6SS-ia^4* 

□ PLEASE CHECK IE THIS IS A CONFIRMATION OF BIDS SUBMITTED BY PHONE OR FAX. 

A 15% buyer’s premium will be added to all successful bids. 


LOT 

BID 

IX, 

4 00 

14 

1,100 
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454 

1,550 

44-5 

1,550 


2,5oo 
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*15 
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1,800 

1-510 

LfcQO 



IfcOl 

2. POO 
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5oo 












LOT 


BID 


LOT 


BID 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR NEW BIDDERS 

The following information must be supplied to us before your bids can be executed. Bidders who are not known to us m 
25% of their bids. The deposit still he credited toward lots purchased and any balance will be refunded within 10 workin 

Have you done business before with Bowers and Merena? Yes O 

Are you a dealer? MO _ Do you have a resale number on file with us? _ 

Dealer tctctcm.es (name, nty. state): .. 1 * 0 . ^ # CA 

^ Wtv+c/n A^triCC^ imc , uorteyyhj , CA 

,i, An ijj' pwr- fi rst National Bank 


asc bid for me in accordance with your Terms and Conditions of Sale, w! 
' errors in bidding. 


ivc read and agree to. I am of legal age. I have indicated above i 
jding postage and insurance costs. Bowers and Merena 
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Bowers and Merena is Pleased to Offer Live Online Bidding for the 
July 2005 San Francisco Rarities Sale and Rod Sweet Collection, Part IV! 


Live Online 
Bidding! 



With this great new feature you can.... 

• Bid live during the auction 

• Compete in real time against floor bidders 
from the comfort of your own home 

• Track bids 


To register visit our website: www.bowersandmerena.com or call 800.458.4646 


Click on the 



link to go to the registration page. 


1. Registration 



Please provide the following information 



VERIFY PASSWORD | 



iSpaofy only 4 country • US or Canada) 



2. Placing Your Bid 



1. When you click on your bid button, you are sub¬ 
mitting a bid to the auctioneer in the amount 
displayed at the time. 

2. Once you have submitted a bid, your bid status 
message will display: 

"BID SUBMITTED - $x,xxx" 

Note: Once you submit your first bid, your lot 
selections are locked in until the completion of 
the bidding. 
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F lorida real estate developer Rod Sweet defies being pigeonholed as a collec¬ 
tor specializing in a particular type of coin. Instead, he “specializes” in the 
finest rarities available in the numismatic market. His quest for these coins 
has been greatly aided by a partnership with Chuck Bloomfield of Northshore 
Coins & Currency. 

Now living in Orlando, 47-year old Rod is a lifelong Floridian, born in 
Winterhaven. He earned his Bachelor of Science in business management from 
Florida Southern University. After graduating, he joined his father in the family's 
Rod Sweet home improvement business. He also has interests in growing Florida oranges, as 

well as numerous other ventures. According to Chuck, “Rod has his fingers in a lot of pies, and he has 
been very successful in his endeavors.” 

In the 1980s, Rod and his father sold the home improvement company and were looking for another 
profitable venture. They noticed there were opportunities in real estate in Orlando and began purchas¬ 
ing multiple properties. “It was more by accident than by design,” Rod says. The venture evolved into a 
full-scale real estate development business. 

Rod was introduced to coin collecting in 1990 when he attended an investment conference special¬ 
izing in “hard money” assets. What he heard at the conference piqued his interest in precious metals. As 
he analyzed it, “Coins seemed to be the best way to get into it.” Rod, like many others involved in our 
hobby, began collecting as a “gold bug” and over time developed into a sophisticated collector. 



Rod became more seriously involved in numismatics in 1993 when he met dealer Chuck Bloomfield. 
Rod and Chuck enjoyed a typical dealer-client relationship, at least in the beginning. 

Over time, however, the two became close friends with a keen understanding of 
one another's numismatic goals and tastes. / , 


/ / Rod was introduced to coin collecting in 1990 when 

he attended an investment conference specializing 
in “hard money” assets . . . As he analyzed it, 






Coins seemed to be the best way to get into it.” 
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“...Rod and I had to be very selective in our choice of coins to 
include in this collection, even if it meant that we incurred 
long wait periods in between each acquisition. The proof 1852, 
for example, took five years to find.” 




Chuck 

Bloomfield 




Working in close partnership with Chuck, Rod began 
to delve more deeply into the market as a business and //V 

investment venture. He soon became caught up in the history of rare coins jP j 

and decided to concentrate on some of the more popular and significant 
issues. “It's like holding a piece of history right in your hand,” Rod says. Rod 
and Chuck worked together to develop strategies and directions for building a 
collection. According to Rod, “Chuck always had my best interests in mind, and he 
always called me first when an important coin became available for purchase.” Rod agreed with 
Chuck's advice to look lor the finest quality and eye appeal available in the market, and this principle 
became the driving force behind most of their numismatic acquisitions. The uniqueness of a particular 
series or set also determined some of their pursuits, but neither R<xi nor Chuck ever sacrificed on quality. 


As an important component of our July 2005 San Francisco Rarities Sale, we are pleased to present 
Part IV of the Rod Sweet Collection-the finest collection of proof and business strike Seated Dollars 
ever offered in a Bowers and Merena auction. The start of this collection came in the 1993-1994 
period when both Rod and Chuck agreed that, given their rarity, Seated Dollars represented a great 
bargain in the numismatic market. Holding true to their principle of always looking for the finest in 
technical quality and eye appeal-something that is not easy to do when pursuing this series-Rod and 
Chuck embarked upon what eventually became a decade-long project to assemble one of the finest 
Seated Dollar collections in the history of U.S. numismatics. 



“Seated Dollars are the kinds of coins that all-too-often do not possess good eye 
appeal or strong technical merits,” says Chuck. “The business strikes frequently 
come circulated to one degree or another. Furthermore, many examples are 
damaged or show signs of other impairments such as cleaning. Even the 
• prixtfs, which were meant for sale to collectors, typically show evidence of 
mishandling. As such, Rod and I had to be very selective in our choice of 
coins to include in this collection, even if it meant that we incurred long 
wait periods in between each acquisition. The proof 1852, for example, 
t<.x>k five years to find. In Proof-65 Cameo, we are confident that 
this coin is one of the most appealing representatives of the issue 
available in today's market.” 
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The Rod Sweet Seated Dollar Collection is complete for all regular-issue proofs 
from 1840-1873. Highlights of this portion of the set include an ultra-rare 1841 
in Proof-64 (one of only five proofs traced), the Eliasberg specimen of the 
elusive 1849 in Proof-65, and a seldom-offered proof 1853. Rod's collection of 
business strike Seated Dollars is virtually complete, and highlights include 
several conditionally rare branch mint examples: 1846-0 MS-63; 1859-S MS-63; 
1871-CC MS-61; and an 1872-CC MS-61. Among Philadelphia Mint issues, a 
few of the most significant pieces are a key-date 1851 in MS-64, an equally 
important 1852 in MS-63, and an exquisite, high-Condition Census 1853 in 
All of the Rod Sweet Seated Dollars are certified by PCGS or NGC. 


Collectors who are interested in talking with Chuck Bloomfield directly about 
the Rod Sweet Seated Dollar Collection or any other aspect of U.S. 
numismatics can contact him at: 


Northshore Coins & Currency 
820 Bonfouca Lane 
Mandeville, LA 70471 
(888) 829-3536 
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Dear Bidders: 


Welcome to Part IV of the Rod Sweet Collection-the finest and most complete collection 


of proof andhufig ; have ever offered. This stellar-quality set, the 

subjecrof a separa ng auctioned as part of our July 24, 2005 San 



of proof and 


Franpisco Rarities Sale. 

With the help of Chuck Bloomfield of N^khshore Coins, Rod has assembled what is truly 
one of the m6st impressive Seated Dollar collects ns in the history of U.S. numismatics. Each 


of the proof issues from 1840-1873 are represented, including the rare, key-date 1841, 1849, 
and 1853. Virtually all of these beautiful specimen srrikings are Cliotce-Sup^bm^rade, and 


in grade, and 


several are top-of-the-pop for their respective issues. 

Rod's business strike Seated Dollar collection is no less impressive. It is nearly complete, 
and the highlights are almost too numerous to mention. The rare 1851 and 1852 are 
both Choice Mint State, and the 1853, 1863, and 1868 all grade MS-66. The 1860 is an 
eye-popping MS-67, and representatives of the conditionally challenging branch mint 
deli\ erics include an 1846-0 graded MS-63 PCGS, an 1859-S in the same grade, and a 
low-mintage 1871-OC certified MS-61 at PCGS. 

ll you are a Seated Dollar specialist, 1 strongly encourage you to view and bid on the coins 
the Rod Sweet Collection. It may be many years before examples with similar technical 
and eye appeal appear in the mark't. And if you are not a specialist in this series, we 
iamend that you spend somethin viewing this collection before it is auctioned. Some 
■: i!i! i 1 uitiful coins or any l bS. type in today's market are being presented in the 
following pages. 

I hop< that you will enjoy reading this gorgeous and carefully researched catalog, and that 

you will add it to your numismatic library; it is Dwsck-full of important facts and pedigree 


.formation on this challenging 20th century Silver Dollar series. Also, do not forget to view 
the online version of this catalog at our website, wuu.bowersandtherena.com. Good duck with 
your bidding on the Rod Sweet Seated Dollar Collection, and we look forward To bringing you 
even more fabulous numismatic rarities in upcoming Bowers and Merena auctions. 



Sincerely, 


Steve Deeds 



Steve Deeds 
President 




S eated Dollars exist in proof format for each year 
from 1840 through 1873. Two major types make 
up this series: the No Motto design of 1840- 
1865 and the Motto type of 1866-1873. The former is 
considerably more challenging to collect since all pre- 
1858 proof Silver Dollars are rare coins with 
unknown, although presumably limited " ^ 

original mintages. Post-1858 proof 
Seated Dollars are seen more regularly 
in numismatic circles, but such coins 
are in high demand among date collec¬ 
tors due to the fact that most P-mint busi¬ 
ness strikes of the 1859-1873 era are scarce 
in all grades and conditionally rare in Mint State. 

The Rod Sweet Collection is complete 
for all proof Seated Dollars, many of the 
highlights of which are included in the / 2 


f #fet| 


fr$ : 

rtf' ■■ ■ 


early (No Motto) portion of the series. jj * ' ( 

Indeed, the three rarest issues in this ’ x 


. 


Indeed, the three rarest issues in this 
proof series are the 1841, 1849, and 
1853, and the Rod Sweet Collection 
includes examples of each of these deliveries. 

We are confident that the 1841 and 1849 proofs in 
this collection were struck in the year of issue, but 
all known proof 1853 Silver Dollars are 
believed to be restrikes. The other proofs in 
this collection dated 1840-1850 are also . 

originals. 

Rod Sweet's proof 1851 and 1852 
Seated Dollars are restrikes, as are most, if not 
all known examples of these issues. The 
low-mintage status of the business strike 1851 and 
1852 Silver Dollars explains the strong collector 
demand of later years for examples of these deliveries, 
and Mint officials in the mid to late-1800s were more 


than willing to provide such pieces for well-connected 
numismatists. As mentioned earlier, the Rod Sweet 
proof 1853 is also a restrike, and numismatic scholars 
do not believe that any proof Silver Dollars were 
actually struck that year. Again, growing collector 
demand through the late 1850s almost certainly 
explains the existence of the dozen or so proof 
Seated Dollars of this date. 

The Rod Sweet proof Seated Dollars from 
the 1854-1858 era are, almost without 

exception, definitely originals. Perhaps 
the most popular issue in this run is 
the 1858, as it was struck solely as 
a proof. 

Beginning in 1859 and contin¬ 
uing through the series' end in 1873, 
the Philadelphia Mint struck proof 
Seated Dollars in greater quantities than 
before. Survivors of these issues 
appear in the numismatic market 
with relative frequency, but 
melting in the Mint has resulted 
in greater rarity for some of these 
deliveries than the original 
mintages might suggest. The issues 
from 1859-1865 are thought to be affected 
by this activity, as is the final-year 1873. 

The proof 1859-1873 Seated Dollars in the 
Rod Sweet Collection, however, are of 
greatest significance because of their incredible 
technical quality. Proof Silver Dollars of both the 
No Motto and Motto types are seldom offered any 
finer than Choice, and the Gem-Superb quality of 
most later-date examples in this set further confirms 
Rod's incredible collecting achievement. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Proof Seated Liberty Dollars 

First-Year 1840 Proof Seated Dollar 

NGC Proof-64 With Pleasing Toning 



1001 1840 Proof-64 (NGC). As the premier issue in the proof Seated Dollar series, the 1840 is of undeniable importance for specimen type purpo* 
This issue’s first-year status also probably explains why it has a slightly higher extant population than most other pre-1858 proofs in this series. Cum 
PCGS and NGC population data accounts for 40 coins in all grades, most of which are certified no finer than Proof-64. This is a generous total 
an early proof silver coin, and we believe that the 1840 is one of the two most plentiful proof Seated Dollars from 1840-1858 era. 

Recent research by this cataloger suggests that not all proof 1840 Seated Dollars are originals delivered in that year. Most examples struck fit 
what Breen describes as the “Reverse of 1842-1852” (Bowers’ “Reverse of 1840-1850,” see below) undoubtedly are originals from 1840. Two sp\ 
mens in Heritage’s 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, however, were struck from a different reverse die, one of which was rusted at the c 
of striking. We believe that those coins (and possibly other extant proof 1840 Silver Dollars) are restrikes from a later year. The existence of restr 
for this issue can be easily explained by its first-year status. Collectors in later years, probably during the late 1850s, required representatives of the f 
mier proof Dollar of the Seated Liberty design. As is evidenced by other known restrikes in the U.S. coin series, Mint officials at that time were es 
to provide such pieces to collectors either through sale or trade. 

The diagnostics listed below for the coin in this lot lead us to believe that it is an original from 1840. The reverse die state further suggests that 
coin was probably one of the last proof Seated Dollars prepared that year. Both sides are blanketed in silver-gray patina over which mottled splashe 
olive-colored toning have gathered in isolated areas. The latter shade is most extensive in the upper, lower, and left obverse border areas. Direct ar 
also reveal some orange-copper and cobalt-blue undertones here and there. Fully struck over all elements of the design, the surfaces reveal little in 
way of wispy handling marks. In fact, the only worthwhile pedigree marker is a tiny reverse planchet vo : d (as struck) between the D in DOL and > 
denticles that one will need a loupe to discern. An attractively original specimen that is seemingly earmarked for inclusion in a first-year proof type 

There is a single known obverse die for the proof 1840 Seated Dollar, and it is identifiable by the position of the left base of the 1 in the date over the space between two denticles. 

reverse die that the Mint used to strike this coin, that which Breen refers to as the “Reverse of 1842-1852” (Bowers’ “Reverse of 1840-1850"), is identifiable by the following diagnosti. 

1. Two minute defects on the right side of the final A in AMERICA. 

2. Small defect along the inside of the right upright in the final A in AMERICA that also affects the top-right side of the crossbar in that letter. 

3. Minute die defect in the denticles outside the right edge of the E in AMERICA. 

4. Line 3 of stripe I and line I of stripe 6 in the shield extend far into the crossbars. 

5. Lines 1 and 2 of stripe I extend to crossbar 2. 

6. All three lines in stripe 2 extend about halfway to crossbar 2. 

This reverse die is in the same state as the proof 1841 Seated Dollar in the following lot, and it is likely that the present example was one of the final proof Dollars delivered in 1840. 

NGC Census: 7: with a mere two finer in Proof-65. PCGS has certified three coins in Proof-64, and none finer. 

PCGS# 6926. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Legendary Proof 1841 Seated Dollar 
The Pittman, Richmond, Rod Sweet Specimen 

One of Just Five Examples Traced and the 
Only One Certified at PCGS 



1002 1841 Proof-64 (PCGS). If the 1840 was one of the most popular proof Seated Dollar issues among contemporary collectors, than 
the 1841 was one of the least popular. Judging by the dearth of survivors bearing the latter date, there seems to have been little col- 
> lector interest in this issue either in 1841 or in later decades when Mint personnel were active in the production of restrikes. In fact, 
just five proof 1841 Dollars have been traced, the result of which is that this issue is the rarest proof in this challenging 19th centu¬ 
ry Silver Dollar series. Several otherwise noteworthy proof Seated Dollar collections that have sold at auction in recent years did not 
include an 1841. Among these are the Morris Silverman Collection (Heritage, 2002) and the Sunshine Collection (Superior, 2003). 
The roster of known specimens is: 

1. Ex: Smithsonian Institution. 

2. Ex: Mail Bid Sale (Hollinbeck Coin Co., 2/1933), lot 29; John Jay Pittman Collection (David Akers, 3/1998), lot 1672; 
Richmond Collection (David Lawrence, 11/2004), lot 1506. The present example, identifiable by a moderate-size contact 
mark in the right obverse field inside stars 12 and 13. 

3. Ex: Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection (Bowers and Merena, 4/1997), lot 2205. Probably also Ex: John H. Clapp. 

4. Ex: George B. Hussey Collection (J. C. Morgenthau, 3/1940), lot 123; Floyd T. Starr Collection (Stacks, 10/1992), lot 581; 
Superior’s sale of July 1993, lot 553; Kenneth C. Long Estate Collection (Bowers and Merena, 5/1995), lot 211. 

5. Golden Jubilee Sale/Jerome Kern Collection (B. Max Mehl, 5/1950), lot 814; Amon G. Carter, Jr. Collection (Stacks 1/1984), 
lot 247. 

As one of only five proof 1841 Seated Dollars believed extant (just four of which are available to private collectors), this coin is 
easily among the most important Silver Dollars of any type or issue that we have handled in several years. 

Originality is a hallmark of both sides, the surfaces drenched in slightly mottled copper-russet toning that deepens in shade a bit 
in most peripheral areas. At direct angles, however, the coin presents a markedly different “look” as vivid orange, red, and cobalt- 
blue undertones become evident. The strike is full over virtually all devices, but accuracy does compel us to mention the slightest 
incompleteness of detail over Liberty’s head and a few of the star centrils around that feature. A few wispy blemishes seem to pre¬ 
clude an even finer grade, but we stress that virtually none of these contact marks are individually distracting. Uniform mint bril¬ 
liance is seen as the coin dips into a light, and it further enhances already memorable eye appeal. With unquestionable rarity, solid 
technical merits, and pleasing originality, this coin is destined to form the centerpiece of an advanced Seated Dollar collection. 

All known proof 1841 Seated Dollars were struck from the “Reverse of 1842-1852/Reverse of 1840-1850,” the diagnostics for which are listed above under the 
; 1840. 

This is the first proof 1841 Seated Dollar ever to be certified by PCGS in any grade, 
fe PCGS# 6927. 

From David Lawrences November 2004 sale of the Richmond Collection, lot 1506. Earlier from David W. Akers’ May 1998 sale of the John 

Jay Pittman Collection, lot 1672. Pittman purchased the coin Jrom Hollinbeck’s Mail Bid Sale of February 1953, lot 29. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Brilliant Proof (PR-62) Richly Toned 

1842 Seated Liberty Dollar 1843 Proof Seated Dollar 

Ex: Pittman and Rod Sweet ^ ^ ume.jb w 



1003 1842 Proof-62 (PCGS). Most numismatic scholars consider the 
1842 to be among the more frequently encountered issues in the 
early (pre-1858) proof Seated Dollar series, and it has often been 
compared to the 1840 in this regard. Bowers (1993) even states that 
the 1842 is “possibly slightly more obtainable than [the] 1840.” We 
do not, however, agree with this assessment. Rather, it is our opin¬ 
ion that the 1842 is rarer than the 1840, but less rare than the 1841. 
We also believe that, among proof Seated Dollars from the 1840s, 
the 1842 is in the same general rarity class as the 1843, 1844, 1845, 
1847,and 1848. 

This impressively pedigreed specimen is uniformly brilliant 
beneath an overlay of delicate pinkish-silver iridescence. Sharp strik¬ 
ing definition is seen throughout, and there are not many sizeable or 
individually detracting contact marks. Scattered hairlines, however, 
account for the Proof-62 designation, and a nearly horizontal mark 
in the obverse field between Liberty’s head and the Liberty cap 
should serve as a useful pedigree marker. 

All known proof 1842 Scared Dollars were struck from a single pair of dies. The 
obverse displays slanting die file marks around Liberty's left (feeing) hand and the 
top of the ribbon upon which the word LIBERTY is inscribed. The reverse die is 
Breens “Reverse of 1842-1852” (Bowers’ “Reverse of 1840-1850”), the diagnostics 
for which are listed above in the description for the Rod Sweet proof 1840 Seated 
Dollar. 

PCGS Population: just two pieces in all grades, the present Ptoof-62 specimen and 
a coin in Proof-64. Total NGC Census for the issue is seven examples that range in 
grade from Proof-61 through Proof-65. 

PCGS# 6983. 

From Heritages May 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 
4072. Also from David W Akers' May 1998 sale of the John Jay Pittman 
Collection, lot 1673, as well as Lester Merkins October 1969 Sale, lot 
376, and September 1967 sale, lot 271. 



1004 1843 Proof-63 (PCGS). Produced in unknown, although pre¬ 
sumably limited numbers, the proof 1843 is probably similar in 
overall rarity to the 1842, 1844, 1845, 1847, and 1848. Richly 
toned, the present example is awash in dominant antique-gold pati¬ 
na with mottled crescents of charcoal-gray color around the periph¬ 
eries. A razor sharp strike leaves little doubt about this coins proof 
status, as do modest hints of a uniformly brilliant finish that are evi¬ 
dent at more direct light angles. There are no outwardly noticeable 
distractions, and the surfaces may have secured a finer Choice rating 
were the original mint reflectivity more vibrant in sheen. A trio of 
staccato-like marks in the reverse field above the E in ONE and the 
D in DOL is mentioned for pedigree purposes. We can recall han¬ 
dling just one other 1843 Seated Dollar with a PCGS-certified grade 
of Proof-63, and that coin sold as lot 1213 in our May 1995 sale of 
the Kenneth C. Long Estate Collection. 

The reverse die that the Mint used to strike this coin is that which Breen refers to as 
the “Reverse of 1842-1852" and Bowers refers to as the “Reverse of 1840-1850.” We 
believe that this die was prepared in 1840 and used to strike original proof Seated 
Dollars of the 1840-1850 era. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 7; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6984. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 



Proof 1844 Seated Dollar 
The Eliasberg-Sweet Specimen 

Extraordinary and Unique Proof-66 Cameo Grade at NGC 


1005 1844 Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). With an original mintage of just 20,000 pieces, the business strike 1844 is one of 

the most popular Seated Dollars among collectors. Proofs of this date, therefore, enjoy slightly increased demand in 
today s market. Of course, such specimen strikings are rare and infrequently offered in even the largest auctions. We 
believe that the proof 1844 is in the same general rarity class as the 1842, 1843, 1845, 1847, and 1848. 

The strong technical quality that this coin possesses perfectly complements its rarity. Both the obverse and the 
reverse are virtually pristine with no contact marks of note. The finish is mostly brilliant in sheen, but we do note the 
lightest traces of mint frost over the devices that accounts for the Cameo designation. Sharply, nay fully struck beneath 
an overlay of delicate silver-pink iridescence. The only worthwhile pedigree marker on either side of this proof Seated 
Dollar rarity is a lintmark (as struck) in the reverse field from the bottom of the eagle’s beak. To date, this coin is the 
single finest-graded proof Seated Dollar of the 1840-1844 era. 

Unlike business strike Silver Dollars of this date, the proof 1844 was not struck from a doubled obverse die. As such, the present coin displays only three lines 
in each of the obverse shield stripes (as opposed to four for business strikes 1844 Dollars). The reverse die from which this coin (and all other proof 1844 
Dollars that this cataloger has seen) was struck is the same used to deliver the proof 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843 examples in the Rod Sweet Collection. 
NGC Census: just two in all Cameo grades, the coin in this lot being the finer by two grade points. 

PCGS# 6985. 

From our April 1997sale of the Louis £ Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, lot 2208. Earlier from S. H. and H. Chapmans 1904 sale of the John 
G. Mills Collection, where the buyer was almost certainly J. M. Clapp. The coin is also Ex: John H. Clapp and the Clapp Estate, from where 
Eliasberg acquired it in 1942, and a further auction appearance is in our August 1999 Rarities Sale as lot 252. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Richly Toned and Rare 
1845 Proof Seated Dollar 

A High-End Gem 



1006 1845 Proof-66 (NGC). Richly original toning envelops both sides with the dominant color a lavender-charcoal 

shade that deepens a bit at the denticles. Direct angles also reveal more vivid lilac, pale-apricot, and golden-blue under¬ 
tones. Fully struck from the dies, as befits proof production methods, both sides also possess shimmering reflectivity 
that is most readily appreciable as the surfaces dip into a light. There are no outwardly noticeable signs of mishandling, 
and a small spot in the left obverse field inside star 3 is mentioned solely lor pedigree purposes. An attractively origi¬ 
nal example with undeniable numismatic rarity. 

According to Q. David Bowers (1993), proof Silver Dollars of this date were produced to the extent of just 15-25 
coins. Estimates on the number of coins extant vary, but the proof 1845 probably exists in similar numbers to the 
1842, 1843, 1844, 1847, and 1848. 

Struck from an obverse die with noticeable repunching on the digits 84 in the date. Most, if not all proof 1845 Dollars were struck from this obverse. The 

diagnostics of this coins reverse die are the same as those for the proof 1840-1844 Dollars in this collection. 

NGC Census: 2: with a lone Proof-67 specimen finer. 

PCGS# 6986. 

From Heritages sale of the April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 4073. Earlier from that firms October 1999 E-Fair 

Premier Sale, lot 5319, and Lester Merkin's September 1968 sale, lot 340. 

Y 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Near-Gem 1846 Proof 
Seated Dollar With 
Original Toning 

The Garrett-Silverman-Rod Sweet Specimen 



1007 1846 Proof-64 (PCGS). The onset of the Mexican-American War 
in 1846 may explain why more proof Seated Dollars appear to have 
been struck in 1846 than in any of the preceding six years. Perhaps 
some of these coins were intended as presentation pieces for diplo¬ 
mats or high-ranking military officers? Regardless of exactly why this 
issue may have been produced in relative sizeable numbers, the 
1846, along with the 1840, is the most frequently encountered pre- 
1858 proof Seated Dollar in today’s market. Unlike in the case of the 
latter issue, however, this cataloger has yet to find evidence that the 
1846 was restruck in later years. 

Smoky dove-gray toning overlays both sides and assumes some¬ 
what of a mottled appearance in and around the central reverse. 
There are no areas of bothersome striking incompleteness, and wispy 
handling marks are expectantly minimal in number for the assigned 
grade. A thin graze in the right obverse field helped us trace the pedi¬ 
gree of this important early proof Silver Dollar. 

Two obverse die varieties are known for the proof 1846 Seated Dollar. The coin in 
this lot is an example of the RED variety with remnants of all four underdigits evi¬ 
dent under a loupe. (The other known obverse die for this proof issue displays a per¬ 
fect date.) On the other hand, there is currendy just one known reverse die for this 
issue, and it is Breens “Reverse of 1842-1852” (Bowers’ “Reverse of 1840-1850”). 
Diagnostics for this reverse die are given above in our description for the proof 1840. 
PCGS Population: 2; with a single Proof-65 specimen finer. 

PCGS# 6987. 

From Heritages April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 
4074. Also from that firm’s August 1998 Portland ANA Sale—The 
Riverly Collection, lot 8193, and Stack’s March 1976 sale of the John 
Work Garrett Collection, lot 262. 


Evenly Toned Proof 
1847 Seated Dollar Rarity 

Possibly Ex: Starr 



1008 1847 Proof-64 (PCGS). More elusive than the 1840 and 1846, 
the 1847 is probably of similar overall rarity to the proof Seated 
Dollars produced from 1842-1845 and in 1848. This richly toned 
near-Gem is overlaid in even charcoal-gray patina through which a 
uniformly brilliant finish shines at direct angles. There are also sug- 
^ gestions of golden undertones evident as the coin dips into a light. 
An otherwise razor-sharp strike wanes a bit over the top of the eagles 
left (facing) wing. On the other hand, there is hardly any evidence 
of the striking incompleteness seen on the Proof-65 NGC specimen 
that sold as lot 4075 in Heritage’s April 2002 sale of the Morris 
Silverman Collection. Free of outwardly distracting contact marks, 
with a lone reverse spot in the field below the I in UNITED that 
should serve as a useful pedigree marker. An important early proof 
offering that helps to confirm the importance of this installment of 
the Rod Sweet Collection. 

Only a single die marriage is currendy known for the proof 1847 Seated Dollar, the 
reverse of which is the same that the Mint used to deliver the 1840-1846 proofs in 
this collection. 

PCGS Population: 4; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6988. 

Almost certainly from Stack’s October 1992 sale of the Floyd T. Starr 
Collection, lot 588. If so, than this coin would also be from Wayte 
Raymond’s sale of August 16, 1938, lot 132. The Starr Collection Sale 
had two proof 1847 Seated Dollars, one of which was also offered in 
Superior’s sale of July 26, 1993, lot 555. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Seldom^Offered Proof 
1848 Seated Liberty Dollar 




1009 1848 Proof-64 (NGC). All proof Seated Dollars produced during the 1840s are rare when viewed in the wider context of U.S. numismatics. In a 
relative sense, however, we feel that the 1848 is not the rarest proof Dollar from this decade. This issue is most likely in the same general rarity class 
as the 1842-1845 issues, as well as the 1847. 

Both sides of this richly original example display a base of lilac-gray patina. Mottled olive-russet overtones are seen toward the obverse border, and 
there are blushes of similar color in the field over the reverse eagle, as well as along the lower border on the latter side. Direct light angles allow the 
viewer to appreciate the proof qualities in the fields, but even the most casual perusal will reveal crisp delineation between all design elements. A few 
wispy hairlines seem to preclude an even finer grade, but we stress that none of these features are worthy of singular concern. There is a small strike¬ 
through (as made) in the reverse field below the ES in STATES that helped us trace the pedigree of this important Seated Dollar. 

The obverse die that the Mint used to strike all known proof 1848 Seated Dollars is readily identifiable by two small clusters of die chips: one below Liberty's right (facing) breast; and the 

other over the Liberty cap. The reverse die of this issue is Breen's "Reverse of 1842-1852” (Bowers' “Reverse of 1840-1850") described above in our description for the proof 1840. 

NGC Census: 5; with two finer through Proof-67. 

PCGS# 6989. 

From our May 1995 sale of the Kenneth C. Long Estate Collection, lot 1218. 



The United States Mint, Philadelphia. This is the second building that housed the facility, 
and it is the one in which all Philadelphia Mint Seated Dollars were struck. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Extremely Important 
1849 Proof Silver Dollar 

The Second Rarest Proof Issue in the Seated Series 

A Glistening Gem from the Eliasberg and Rod Sweet Collections 



1010 1849 Proof-65 (NGC). After the 1841, the 1849 is the rarest proof Seated Dollar not only among those issues deliv¬ 

ered in the 1840s, but also in the entire proof series of 1840-1873. We are aware of just six proof 1849 Dollars extant: 

1. Ex: Randall Collection (Woodward’s 78th sale, 9/1885), lot 73; John Work Garrett Collection (Stack’s, 3/1976), 
lot 266; John Jay Pittman Collection (David W. Akers, 5/1998), lot 1679; Richmond Collection (David Lawrence, 
11/2004), lot 1514. 

2. Ex: Frederic Geiss Collection (B. Max Mehl, 2/1947), lot 344; Floyd T. Starr Collection (Stack’s, 10/1992), lot 592; 
Share (Sunshine) Collection (Superior, 9/2003), lot 2087. 

3. Ex: Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection (Bowers and Merena, 4/1997), lot 2216. The present example, identifiable 
by a pair of wispy contact marks over and behind the back of Liberty’s head. 

4. California collection. 

5. Ex: Kenneth C. Long Estate Collection (Bowers and Merena, 5/1995), lot 1219. 

6. Ex: Amon G. Carter, Jr. Collection (Stack’s, 1/1984), lot 257. 

Otherwise golden-gray iridescence yields to slightly more vivid powder-blue shadings in select rim areas on both sides 
of this important proof rarity. There is also a partial crescent of orange-copper tinting along the left reverse periphery. 
The strike is more-or-less sharp in most areas, but there is mentionable softness to the detail over Liberty’s head and stars 
8-13 on the obverse. Uniform mint brilliance sparkles as the surfaces rotate under a light, and an overall distraction-free 
sheen is fully deserving of the Gem designation. There are no other coins in this sale with the exception of the 1841 and 
1853 that attest to the importance of the proof portion of the Rod Sweet Seated Collection more than this lovely 1849. 
It is a coin for which we recommend strong bids, as the opportunity to acquire a proof Seated Dollar of this date does 
not come along every day. 

Weakness to the upright of the 4 in the date and a rough, unfinished area below Liberty’s chin are the two most prominent diagnostics of the obverse die that the 

Mint used to strike all known proof 1849 Seated Dollars. This issue’s reverse die is the same described above for the proof 1840 (known alternatively as the 

Reverse of 1842-1852” and the “Reverse of 1840-1850”), and it was also used to strike all of the proof 1840-1850 Dollars in the Rod Sweet Collection. 

PCGS# 6990. 

From our April 1997 sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, lot 2216. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Gorgeous and Rare Proof 1850 Seated Dollar 
From the Starr and Rod Sweet Collections 

NGC Proof-66 



1011 1850 Proof-66 (NGC). Unlike most of the other proof Seated Dollar issues of the 1840-1850 era, the 1850 was struck with at least two different 
die marriages. This fact may point to a more generous mintage for the 1850 as compared to the proofs of the 1842-1845 and 1847-1848 eras. Indeed, 
the 1850 is encountered with more frequency in todays market than any of the proof Silver Dollars issued from 1840-1850 with the possible excep¬ 
tion of the 1840 and 1846. Bowers (1993) estimates that some proof 1850 Seated Dollars were sold individually in addition to those that were dis¬ 
tributed as part of the year’s silver and minor-coin proof sets. Breen (1977) opines that restrikes were made of this issue, a fact that remains uncon¬ 
firmed, but is certainly likely since the low-mintage 1850 (just 7,500 business strikes were delivered) could easily have seen strong collector demand 
through the later years of the 1850s. 

The dies that the Mint used to strike this coin, as well as their state (see below), point to its status as an original.striking of 1850. Both sides are 
attractively toned in slightly mottled silver-gray iridescence that assumes a slightly deeper shade in most areas at the denticles. Sharply, if not fully struck 
throughout, the surfaces are uniformly brilliant in mint finish. We note, however, that the latter feature is more readily evident at direct light angles. 
Free of grade-limiting handling marks, with three useful pedigree markers: a tiny obverse spot over Liberty’s mid-section; and two small planchet voids 
(as struck) at the reverse border outside the letters ES in STATES. Easily among the most technically sound and aesthetically pleasing proofs in the 
Rod Sweet Seated Dollar Collection, this high-end Gem is sure to see spirited bidding at auction. 

This particular proof 1850 Seated Dollar was struck from an obverse die that is most easily attributable by an Open 5 in the date and doubling at the base of the numeral 0. The reverse is 
Breen’s “Reverse of 1842-1852" (Bowers "Reverse of 1840-1850”) in what most numismatic researchers consider to be its final usage in this series. Later sates of this die marriage (restrikes?) 
display a heavy crack through the base of the digits in the date, but the coin in this lot does not display that feature. 

NC,( Census: 2; and none are finer. There is also a Proof-66 ★ (ameo example reported at that certification service. Finest graded for PCGS is “only” Proof-64 and Proof-64 Cameo. 
PCGS# 6991. 

From Heritage's April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 4077. Earlier from Stack’s October 1992 sale of the Floyd T. Starr Collection, lot 593. Stan- 
acquired the coin from T. J. Schaeffer of Noble, Pennsylvania, date of transaction unknown. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Gem 1851 Proof Seated Dollar With a PCGS Pop of 1/0 

A Restrike Circa 1859-1860 or 1867-1868 



1012 1851 Restrike. Proof-65 (PCGS). This is a simply beautiful coin from the standpoint of originality. Both sides are drenched in copper-gray patina 
that yields to warmer apricot-orange (centers) and cobalt-blue (peripheries) shades as the surfaces dip into a light. An otherwise sharp strikes wanes a 
bit over stars 1-8 and Liberty’s head on the obverse, as well as the top of the eagle’s left (facing) wing on the reverse. Full mint brilliance is seen on both 
sides, particularly in the fields, and most appreciably at direct angles. There are no outwardly distracting blemishes to report, as one should demand 
for the Proof-65 designation, and the eye appeal is strong in all regards. A cluster of tiny contact marks at the reverse denticles outside the D in UNIT¬ 
ED and the first S in STATES is noted solely for pedigree purposes. 

Were original proof 1851 Seated Dollars made? The question has long plagued numismatic researchers. In the 1977 book Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia 
of United States and Colonial Proof Coins: 1722-1977, the author lists five proof 1851 that he believes are originals struck in that year. The Floyd T. 
Starr specimen (Stack’s, 10/1992, lot 594) is also described as such. All of these coins presumably have the date high in the field and nearly touching 
the base of Liberty’s rock. (This is definitely true of the Starr specimen.) Although the high date is diagnostic of the business strike 1851 Seated Dollar, 
we do not believe that the Mint struck any original proof Silver Dollars of this date. Those coins that have been offered as such in the past are now 
thought to be either misattributed restrikes (unlikely) or highly prooflike business strikes (more likely). The only extant proof 1851 Seated Dollars, 
therefore, are restrikes that Mint officials prepared expressly for distribution to collectors who desired a representative of this elusive issue. 

Restrike proof 1851 Seated Dollars are easily distinguished from originals (read: business strikes) by having the date centered in the field below the 
base of Liberty’s rock. These pieces are thought to have been made in sometime in 1858-1860 (and possibly also 1867-1868, but see below). Since 
these restrikes were neither sold as part of Proof Sets nor openly offered to the public, it is impossible for us to determine exactly how many were struck. 
Bowers (1993) offers an estimate of 50-100 coins, survivors of which probably number between 25 and 50 pieces. 

In the 1993 book Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the United States: A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers reports that there are two known die marriages of the restrike proof 1851 
Seated Dollar. The present coin, however, does not match the reverse die diagnostics given for either of these varieties. The obverse die might also be distinct from either of those described 
by Bowers. The most useful diagnostics that we can provide for the die marriage from which this coin was struck are: 

1. Very small unfinished area in the obverse field below Liberty’s chin. (This feature matches that described for Bowers’ obverse die #2, but we cannot find the doubling on the stars that the 
author also attributes to this die.) 

2. Unfinished areas at the bottom of recessed areas # 4-7 in the reverse shield. 

3. Thin die lines (somewhat similar in appearance to the aforementioned unfinished areas) at the top of recessed areas # 5-7 in the reverse shield. 

4. Several prominent die rust pits over the eagle’s left (facing) wing halfway between the wingtip and the “armpit” area. 

5. Remnants of an inner circle at the denticles outside the letters UNI in UNITED. 

This reverse die is the same that the Mint used to strike the proof 1852, 1854, and 1859 Seated Dollars in this collection. In the state evident on the restrike proof 1851, this die also dis¬ 
plays the following features: 

1. Small spur pointing down from just above the midpoint of the right side of stripe 6. 

2. Several die lines slanting down to the right within the recessed areas of the shield stripes. 

3. Five prominent, and several smaller, die lines in the field below the eagle’s right (facing) “armpit.” 

These spurs and lines are almost certainly die file marks. Since they are not present on the proof 1854 or 1859 Dollars in this sale, this restrike proof 1851 Seated Dollar could have been 
prepared sometime in either 1859 or early-to-mid 1860 before Mint Director Colonel James Ross Snowden sealed the 1851-dated obverse die in a box along with other dies on July 30, 
1860. The possibility also exists that this coin was struck sometime in mid-to-late 1867 or 1868 after Mint Director Henry R. Linderman opened that same box on May 18, 1867. 
Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 2; 0 finer. One of these Proof-65 specimens is at PCGS (the present coin), and the other is at NGC. 

PCGS# 6993. 

From Superior’s September 2003 sale of the Share (Sunshine) Collection, lot 2089. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Gem Cameo Proof 1852 Seated Dollar Rarity 

A Beautifully Toned Specimen 




1013 1852 Original. Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). Gorgeous orange-gray patina overlays both sides in a more-or-less even manner. This toning scheme yields 
to more vivid cobalt-blue highlights in most areas at the denticles. The strike is razor sharp, if not full throughout, and both sides are silent on the sub¬ 
ject of mentionable distractions. A trio of as-struck pedigree markers are noted: 

1. A lintmark over Liberty’s chest above the left (facing) breast. 

2. Another lintmark in the reverse field below the AM in AMERICA. 

3. A tiny planchet void in the reverse field at the left base of the T in UNITED. 

This coin is a beautiful Gem with noticeably reflective fields that contrast nicely with more satin-textured devices. 

Like the 1851, the 1852 is a low-mintage business strike issue whose status as a rarity was well known to collectors by (at the latest) the final years 
of the 1850s. Their demand prompted the Mint to restrike an unknown quantity of proof 1852 Seated Dollars. This activity probably took place in 
the time periods 1858-1860 and 1867-1868. Estimates on the number of proof restrike 1852 Dollars produced vary, with Bowers (1993) accounting 
for somewhere between 45 and 90 pieces. Probably no more than half of those coins (20-40 pieces) are extant. 

These extant restrikes may represent the only proof 1852 Seated Dollars struck. Some numismatic scholars, such as David W. Akers, believe that 
the Mint did not strike original proof 1852 Dollars. Others, such as Breen and Bowers, account for some originals. These originals (if they actually 
exist) are far rarer than restrikes, which are thought to account for 90% of proof 1852 Dollars available to todays collectors. In fact, based on the die 
marriage and state as described below, we believe that the coin in this lot is actually a restrike that NGC has incorrecdy attributed as an original. 

Obverse die diagnostics: rough, unfinished area in the obverse field below Liberty's chin; and a small, circular ring dor on Liberty's forearm. Reverse die diagnostics: the same as described 

above for the restrike proof ISM Seated Dollar. Since the reverse die state is the same as that seen on the restrike proof 1851, we believe that this proof 1852 Seated Dollar is also a restrike 

prepared sometime in 18S‘t or earls to mid 1860, or mid-to-late 186' or 1868. We do not concur with the attribution of this coin as an original as listed on the NGC insert. 

NGC has certified just two proof 1852 Seated Dollars as Cameo, both of which are listed as originals, and both of which are graded Proof-65. 

PCGS# 6995. 

From Superior's September 2003 sale of the Share (Sunshine) Collection, lot 2090. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 



Seldom-Offered 
1853 Seated Dollar in Proof 

The Third-Rarest Issue in this Proof Series 



1014 1853 Restrike. Proof-62 (PCGS). We do not believe that any proof 1853 Seated Dollars were actually struck in 

that year. In order to satisfy collector demand for this issue in later years, the Mint either selected a previously unused 
1853-dated obverse or engraved a new one in order to produce a limited number of restrikes. The traditional view of 
numismatic scholars is that this 1853 obverse die was mated with the reverse die that the Mint used to strike proof 
1862 and 1863 Seated Dollars, a theory that, if correct, would place the striking period for restrike proof 1853 Dollars 
somewhere in or around those two years. Since only 12 examples of this restrike issue are believed extant, the 1853 
ranks as the third-rarest proof Seated Dollar after the 1841 and 1849. 

Rich copper-gray patina envelops both sides and deepens a bit to charcoal-gray hues in select areas in the reverse 
field. The strike is a tad soft over the top of the eagles left (facing) wing and the bottom of the left (facing) leg, but 
all other design elements are sharply delineated. There are not many blemishes, and those that are present are tiny and 
anything but outwardly distracting. In fact, this coin may have secured a Choice rating were the original proof finish 
more vibrant in appearance. A few wispy contact marks that slant down to the right over the upper-left corner of the 
reverse shield are noted for pedigree purposes. The first proof 1853 Seated Dollar that this cataloger can recall han¬ 
dling in many years, this rare example is one of the most important offerings in Part IV of the Rod Sweet Collection. 

We are aware of only one known die marriage for rhe prool 1853 Seated Dollar. The obverse is attributable by a group of die file marks along the base of 
Liberty s rock above the 853 in the date, additional die-lines through those three digits, and a prominent die line at the denticles below the 5 in the date. There 
is also a rough, unfinished area in the obverse field below Liberty’s chin, and light repunching is evident on the 1 in the date. Reverse diagnostics include a 
thin die line over the rim outside the letters NI un UNITED. This die does not appear to be the same as that which struck the proof 1862 and 1863 Dollars 
in this collection. 

PCGS Population: 1; with two finer through Proof-65. 

PCGS# 6996. 

From David Lawrence’s November 2004 sale of the Richmond Collection, lot 1518. 
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Colorfully Toned 
1854 Proof Silver Dollar Rarity 

Premium MS-64 Grade at PCGS 



1015 1854 Proof-64 (PCGS). A scarce coin in all business strike grades, 
the 1854 is a major numismatic rarity as a proof. Still, the proof 
Seated Dollar of this year is seen with more frequency than its simi¬ 
larly dated Trime, Half Dime, Dime, Quarter, and Half Dollar 
counterparts. As a result, we believe that a limited number of proof 
1854 Seated Dollars were sold separately from those that the Mint 
distributed as part of the year’s proof sets. No more than 35 proof 
1854 Silver Dollars are believed extant in all grades. 

Colorful toning is the first feature that greets the viewer on both 
sides of this attractively original example. On the obverse, an even 
endowment of rich antique-gold patina is seen throughout. The 
reverse is more colorful with vivid purple iridescence in the center 
yielding to the former shade at the denticles. Both sides display 
somewhat of a charcoal-gray appearance as the coin turns away from 
a light. Uniform mint brilliance sparkles at most angles. An other¬ 
wise razor-sharp strike wanes only slightly over the top of the eagle’s 
left (facing) wing and the bottom of the left (facing) leg. With no 
outwardly evident blemishes, this coin has the look of a full Gem 
grade. There is a tiny lintmark (as struck) in the right obverse field 
inside stars 11 and 12 that should serve as a useful pedigree marker. 
There is only a single obverse die known for the proof 1854 Seated Dollar, and it is 
instantly recognizable by the presence of a small triangular-shaped defect above and 
to the right of the digit 5 in the date. On the other hand, two reverse dies are known. 
The coin in this lot was struck from the same reverse die that the Mint used to strike 
the proof 1851, 1852, and 1859 Dollars in this sale. (For the diagnostics of this die, 
<ct the above description for the proof 1851.) Unlike the 1851 and 1852, however, 
this coin docs not display die file marks within the recesses of the reverse shield, from 
the right side of stripe 6, or in the field below the eagle's right (facing) “armpit." The 
die rust over the eagle's left (facing) wing is clearly evident with a loupe, however, 
but it is not as sharp as seen on the proof 1859 in this collection. This is probably 
because this coin is not as sharply struck on the reverse as the 1859. 

This catalogcr is currently aware of one other proof 1854 Seated Dollar struck from 
this die marriage. That coin, a PCGS Proof-63 specimen that sold as lot 4081 in 
Heritage’s April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, was also a tad softly 
struck over the highpoints of the reverse eagle. Although more research is clearly 
needed for this issue, we do feel confident enough with our current findings to pres¬ 
ent a tentative theory regarding the Mint’s striking of proof 1854 Seated Dollars: 
The specimens that were sold as part of the yearly proof sets were struck from the 
die marriage that Bowers describes in his 1993 Silver and Trade Dollar encyclopedia 
(reverse diagnostic: scattered die file marks slant down to the right in the recesses of 
the shield). These coins seem to be sharply struck in all areas. Sometime later in that 
year, Mint employees struck several additional proof Silver Dollars for individual 
sale, albeit using a different reverse die. These coins seem to always display slight 
softness of strike over the highpoints of the reverse eagle. The presence of rust pits 
on this reverse die suggest that it may have been prepared in an earlier year. It was 
then placed back into storage, from where it was retrieved in 1859 to strike proof 
Silver Dollars of that date, as well as some restrike 1851 and 1852 Dollars. 

PCGS Population: 1; and none are finer with the exception of a lone specimen in 
Proof-65 Cameo. 

PCGS# 6997. 

From Heritages September 1999 sale of the Scott Gilchrist Collection, lot 
6496. 


The Share-Rod Sweet 
Specimen of the Proof 
1855 Seated Dollar 

A Gorgeously Toned, Reflective Gem 



1016 1855 Proof-65 (PCGS). Judging by the relative extant popula¬ 
tions for the proof 1854 and 1855 Seated Dollars, the Mint seems 
to have prepared fewer proof sets in the latter year than it did in the 
former. Once again, however, the possibility exists that additional 
proof 1855 Dollars were prepared for individual sale. Even those 
coins did not result in a higher extant population for this issue as 
compared to the 1854, and it seems unlikely that more than 25 
proof 1855 Seated Dollars have survived at all levels of preservation. 

This solidly graded Gem is certainly among the most carefully 
preserved survivors of this elusive early proof issue. Both sides are 
uniformly reflective in finish beneath an overlay of warm pinkish- 
copper patina. Direct angles also call forth isolated blushes of pow¬ 
der-blue tinting, particularly as outlines to stars 1 and 11-13 around 
the obverse periphery. True, the top of the eagles left: (facing) wing 
on the reverse is a bit softly defined, but the overall appearance is one 
of razor-sharp striking detail. Free of mentionable handling marks, 
with a moderate-size lintmark (as struck) in the reverse field below 
the first A in AMERICA that should serve as a useful pedigree mark¬ 
er. A breathtakingly beautiful Gem that enjoys equal status as both 
an absolute and a condition rarity. 

A die scratch in the denticles over Liberty’s head is the most frequently cited diag¬ 
nostic of this obverse die, which appears to be the only one that the Mint used to 
strike proof Silver Dollars of this date. Two reverse dies are currendy known for the 
proof 1855, and the one that is represented by the Rod Sweet specimen displays 
faint, vertical striations within the recessed areas between the shield stripes. 

PCGS Population: just 3; and none are finer. NGC reports just two additional coins 
in Proof-65, and there are also none finer at that certification service. 

PCGS# 6998. 

From Superior's September 2003 sale of the Share (Sunshine) Collection, 
lot 2093. 
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Gem Cameo 

1856 Proof Seated Dollar 


1017 1856 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). Lovely pinkish-silver iridescence 
adorns both sides with warmer medium-tan patination at the bor¬ 
ders. A few blushes of pale powder-blue tinting are also seen in select 
areas at the denticles. Mirrored fields shine forth powerfully at all 
angles, and they form a splendid backdrop to more satin-textured 
devices. Nicely cameoed in finish, and sharply struck over all features 
save for the top of the eagle’s left (facing) wing. Otherwise distrac¬ 
tion-free, there is a tiny obverse spot over the bottom of stripe two 
in the obverse shield. This feature should help trace the pedigree of 
this awe-inspiring proof rarity. 

We believe that the original mintage of the proof 1856 Seated 
Dollar is somewhere on the order of 60-125 pieces. Of this total, no 
more than 40 coins are believed extant. The question posed by this 
cataloger two years ago of whether or not proof Silver Dollars of this 
date were restruck is an intriguing one, and the coin in this lot pro¬ 
vides further evidence that they were. But more on this below. 

Obverse die diagnostic: a group of die lines slanting down to the right in the drap¬ 
ery folds at the junction between Liberty’s torso and right (facing) thigh. Reverse die 
diagnostics: 

1. Thin, curved die line in the reverse field between the denticles and the letters 
ITED in UNITED. 

2. Prominent die rust lump over the lower-left corner of the upright of the L in 
DOL. 

3. Die rust lump over the rim outside the right base of the L in DOL. 

4. Die rust pimple over the olive branch before the eagle’s left (facing) talon. 

5. Die rust lump over the upper-right corner of the upright of the D in DOL. 

This reverse die was also used to strike the proof 1857 and 1858 Dollars in this col¬ 
lection, albeit without the last-mentioned die rust lump over the D in DOL. The 
fact that this coin is a later reverse die state that the 1857 and 1858 proofs in this 
sale suggest that it may be a restrike from 1858 or later. Further research, however, 
is required before we can either prove or disprove this theory. 

NGC Census: only 2; with a lone Proof-67 Cameo specimen finer. PCGS reports a 
single Cameo example, graded Proof-64. 

PCGS# 6999. 


Breathtaking Proof 
1857 Seated Dollar 

NGC Proof-66 


1018 1857 Proof-66 (NGC). Wow, this coin really needs to be seen to 
be fully appreciated. Both sides are virtually pristine in overall 
appearance, there being not even a single outwardly noticeable dis¬ 
traction. The toning is light, pleasingly colored, and undeniably 
original. Both sides display mottled pinkish-silver that appears to 
deepen in hue ever-so-slightly in a few intermingled areas. A deeply 
reflective finish is readily evident in the fields, as is a mostly sharp 
strike over the devices. The lightest softness to the detail over the top 
of the eagles left (facing) wing is noted—a feature that appears to be 
quite common for proof Silver Dollars from the mid-to-late 1850s. 
As a pedigree marker, as note a miniscule lintmark (as made) at the 
obverse rim outside stars 11-12 that one will need a loupe to discern. 

As with the 1854, 1855, and 1856, the proof 1857 Silver Dollar 
was offered both individually and as part of the year’s minor and sil¬ 
ver-coin proof sets. With an estimate of perhaps no more than 40 
coins extant, the 1857 is similar in overall rarity to the 1856. 

There are two known dies marriages of this proof Seated Dollar issue. The diagnos¬ 
tics for the obverse die from which the present coin was struck from are: 

1. Rough, unfinished area in the obverse field below Liberty’s chin. 

2. Two tiny die rust pimples over Liberty’s right (facing) shin. 

3. Another small die rust lump over the base of Liberty’s rock above the 5 in the date. 
The reverse die is the same that the Mint used to strike the proof 1856 and 1858 
examples in this collection. As noted above in our description for the proof 1856, 
this coin does not display a die rust over the D in DOL. 

NGC Census: just 3; and there are none finer. PCGS has yet to certified a single 
1857 Seated Dollar finer than Proof-64. 

PCGS# 7000. 

From Heritages September 1998 Long Beach Sale, lot 6838. 
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Popular Proof-Only 
1858 Seated Dollar in Gem 

PCGS Pop: 3/0 


1019 1858 Proof-65 (PCGS). An immensely popular issue among 
Seated Dollar collectors, the 1858 was produced solely in proof for¬ 
mat. Estimates on the number of coins struck vary from a low of 75 
pieces (or less) to a high of 478 coins. Based on Doug Winter’s 1992 
estimate that 60-100 examples are extant, we fell that approximate¬ 
ly 225 pieces were originally produced. Some of these coins may be 
restrikes from a later date, an assertion that has yet to be confirmed. 
Regardless, any proof 1858 is a coin that is certain to stand out as a 
highlight of a Seated Dollar set. 

The obverse of this originally patinated example is overlaid in 
warm tannish-copper shadings that yield to silver-tinged near-bril¬ 
liance in a few isolated areas at the upper obverse and lower reverse 
borders. On the reverse, speckles of copper-russet iridescence are 
scattered about, and there is also a small spot in the field at the eagles 
right (facing) wing. Both sides are equally brilliant in finish with an 
overall full strike. A little bit of softness to the detail over Liberty’s 
head and the top of the eagle’s left (facing) wing is noted solely for 
accuracy’s sake. With no outwardly noticeable blemishes, this coin 
would stand for nothing less than a full Gem rating. 

Struck from the same reverse die as the proof 1856 and 1857 Dollars in this collec¬ 
tion. The die rust pimple over the olive branch before the left (facing) talon is bare¬ 
ly discernible on this coin, however, seemingly because the strike is a rad soft over 
the highpoints of the eagle. Also, the rust lump over the D in DOL is not present, 
a fact that confirms this coin as displaying the same reverse die state as the proof 
1857 in the preceding lot. 

PCGS Population: only 3; and none are liner 
PCGS# 7001. 


Stunning 1859 Seated Dollar 

Condition Census Proof-67 Cameo Grade at NGC 


1020 1859 Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). Beginning in 1859, the Mint 
made deliberate efforts to market proof coins to the growing num¬ 
ber of collectors in the United States. This event was accompanied 
by record-keeping efforts that have left us with the exact number of 
proofs struck in each year through the end of the Seated Dollar series 
in 1873. In the case of the 1859, we know that 800 proofs were 
delivered. Since this issue is quite scarce in today’s market, it is 
unlikely that more than 450 of those coins were actually distributed 
by year’s end. Those that failed to find buyers were destroyed in the 
Mint. 

Precious few 1859 Seated Dollars extant display the awe-inspir¬ 
ing eye appeal and solid technical merits of this Superb-quality 
proof. First, the eye appeal. Both sides are drenched in delicate gold¬ 
en iridescence that is framed in mottled tannish-russet tinting over 
and toward the rims. The Mint finish is fully mirrored in the fields 
and softly frosted over the devices—features that provide lovely 
cameo contrast. As for the technical quality, both sides are silky- 
smooth in sheen with fully struck-up devices. At the upper reaches 
of Condition Census, and worthy of inclusion in the finest collec¬ 
tion. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: just 3; with none finer. 

PCGS# 7002. 
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Exceptionally Well-Preserved 
1860 Proof Seated Dollar 


1021 1860 Proof-66 (NGC). In anticipation of strong collector demand, 
the Mint produced a record number of proof Silver Dollars in I860. 
The total of 1,330 pieces delivered is higher than that of any other issue 
in this proof Seated series. Unfortunately, only 527 examples were sold 
by year’s end, with the result that 803 coins were melted. Many of the 
527 pieces distributed were subsequently lost, and Proof-64 represents 
the finest grade that one will usually encounter among the survivors. 

An exceptionally well-preserved specimen, both sides are devoid of 
distracting contact marks. The outward appearance on the obverse is 
one of rich antique-copper toning that yields to swirls of lighter patina 
around stars 10-11. Direct angles, however, call forth warm lilac-pink 
undertones that yield to cobalt-blue shadings at the denticles. The 
reverse is brighter in overall appearance with pinkish-lilac and cobalt- 
blue peripheral colors framing a golden-gray center. Expectantly full in 
striking detail for proof production methods, with a uniformly brilliant 
finish readily evident beneath the toning. A definitive Condition Census 
representative for the high-quality proof type collector. 

NGC Census: 5; with one coin in Proof-66 ★ and two examples in Proof-67. 

PCGS# 7003. 

Rarely Offered Gem 
1861 Silver Dollar 

Proof Format 


1022 1861 Proof-66 (NGC). Originality is a hallmark of both sides, with 
rich antique-copper toning that yields to warmer golden-apricot under¬ 
tones as the obverse dips into a light. Traces of full mint reflectivity are 
also evident at more direct angles. Sharply struck in all areas, and 
uncommonly pristine-looking for a proof Silver Dollar of this type. 

The 1861 is an immensely popular proof issue due to the rarity of 
its identically dated business strike counterpart. When offered, the 
1861 is apt to grade no finer than Proof-64. Gems are rare, and Superb 
Gems are all but unobtainable at the two major grading services. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 6; 1 finer. 

PCGS# 7004. 

From our March 1980 sale of the Garrett Collection, lot 706. 


Originally Toned 
1862 Seated Dollar 

An NGC-Certified Gem Struck in Proof Format 


1023 1862 Proof-66 (NGC). Like all proof Seated Dollars produced from 
1859-1869, the 1862 is under considerable date-collector pressure. 
This is because the business strike 1862 is an elusive issue that is sel¬ 
dom offered in the finer Mint State grades. One of the most blatantly 
original Seated Dollars of any date that we have ever offered, the Gem 
\ in this lot displays richly original toning on both sides. The dominant 
color is a copper-gray shade, but we do note intermingled blushes of 
lilac-gray patination that are most prevalent in and around the central 
obverse. With warmer undertones and a pleasingly reflective finish 
that are both readily evident at direct light angles, this coin is a delight 
to behold. Free of outwardly noticeable handling marks, as befits the 
assigned grade, and easily qualifying for Condition Census. 

NGC Census: 9; none are finer without a Cameo designation. PCGS does not 
report any examples finer than Proof-65. 

PCGS# 7005. 

Superbly Toned 
1863 Proof Seated Dollar 

Outstanding Eye Appeal at the 
Proof-67 Grade Level 


1024 1863 Proof-67 (PCGS). This coin presents two markedly different 
“looks” depending on the angle of incidence. At indirect angles, rich 
antique-copper toning frames more-or-less central swirls of tan and silver 
tinting. When the surfaces dip into a light, however, the first two colors 
give way to vivid electric-blue and pinkish-apricot shades, respectively. 
Fully brilliant in finish, both sides sparkle with radiant mint reflectivity. 
Neither the razor-sharp strike nor the silky-smooth surfaces are worthy of 
even the most trivial criticism. From originality to strong technical mer¬ 
its, this coin has it all. A simply beautiful Gem-quality survivor from a 
combined proof and business strike mintage of just 27,660 pieces. 

On the reverse, line 3 of stripe 1 in the shield penetrates prominently to crossbar 5. 
This is a readily evident diagnostic for this reverse die. 

This is the first 1863 Seated Dollar to have received a Proof-67 grade at PCGS, and 
it is also one of just six No Motto examples at that PCGS-certified grade (none are 
finer). NGC Census for the 1863: 2; 1 in Proof-67 ★ ; and 1 finer in Proof-69. 
PCGS# 7006. 
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Scintillating Proof Untoned 1865 Proof 

1864 Seated Liberty Dollar Silver Dollar with an 

A High-End Gem Ultra Cameo Finish 



1025 1864 Proof-66 (NGC). With the possible exception of restrikes 
(the existence of which has yet to be confirmed for this issue), all 
proof 1864 Silver Dollars were distributed as part of the year’s proof 
sets. Federal records indicate that only 470 specimens were delivered, 
a total that seems too small given the extant population of this issue. 
Among the survivors, the near-Gem grade level is typically the high¬ 
est that collectors can hope to obtain. 

A conditionally rare Gem, this lovely proof Silver Dollar is over¬ 
laid in delicate copper-gold iridescence that assumes a slightly speck¬ 
led distribution toward the obverse border. The fields are deeply mir¬ 
rored in finish, and the finish may have secured a Cameo designa¬ 
tion at NGC were the devices just a bit more frosty in texture. The 
strike is razor sharp in virtually all areas, and there is nary a detract¬ 
ing blemish to report. A high-end example in all regards that belongs 
in an advanced collection of Seated Dollars. 

There are three (!) known die marriages of the proof 1864 Seated Dollar, and the 
,»in in this lot was struck from that which Bowers lists as #2 in his l l W3 Silver and 
Trade Dollar encyclopedia. According to the author. - Proofs from this die combi- 


NGf Census 10; with five finer through Proof-68. 

PCGS# 7007. 



1026 1865 Proof-66 Ultra Cameo (NGC). A perennially popular issue 
among type collectors, the 1865 is the final officially struck proof 
issue in the No Motto Seated Dollar series. From an original mintage 
of just 500 pieces comes this glistening, ice-white specimen. A lack 
of both toning and distracting blemishes allows full appreciation of 
a stark field-to-device contrast. Whereas the former features are 
satin-to-softly frosted in finish, the latter are deeply reflective in 
sheen. Sharply, nay fully struck from the dies, this snappy-looking 
proof is sure to see spirited bidding at auction. 

The present collection notwithstanding, this Civil War-era issue 
is a significant rarity as a high-grade business strike. As such, the 
proof 1865 enjoys strong demand from Seated Dollar date collec¬ 
tors, as well as those assembling final-year type sets. 

NGC Census: just nine in all Ultra Cameo grades: with six in Proof-66 UC; and 

PCGS# 7008. 

First'Year 

1866 Motto Seated Dollar 

A Gem-Quality Proof 


1027 1866 Motto. Proof-65 (NGC). Mottled golden-tan iridescence 
has gathered over a base of even pinkish-silver patina. A razor-sharp 
strike is seen throughout, as are shimmering reflective qualities from 
the proof finish. There are no outwardly noticeable blemishes, and 
both the technical quality and the eye appeal easily support the 
Proof-65 designation. This first-year proof is a perfect candidate to 
represent the Motto Seated Dollar series in a Gem type set. Original 
mintage: 725 coins, survivors of which enjoy unflagging demand 
among both type and date collectors. 

NGC Census: 17; 5 finer. 

PCGS# 7014. 
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Important Choice 
1867 Seated Dollar 



1028 1867 Proof-64 (PCGS). The 1867 is one of this cataloger’s 
favorite issues in the entire Seated Dollar series. Mint State coins are 
usually not offered with any degree of frequency at even the largest 
auction houses, and nicely preserved proofs always attract a signifi¬ 
cant number of bidders. This original-looking specimen would fit 
comfortably into a collection of toned coins. Both sides are awash in 
slightly mottled tannish-gray patina that deepens to charcoal shades 
over the right obverse. Direct angles also reveal warmer blue, gold, 
and lavender undertones. An overall sharply struck near-Gem with 
no readily evident signs of contact. 

PCGS# 7015. 

The Single-Finest 
Cameo-Designated Proof 
1868 Seated Dollar 
Known to the 
Major Grading Services 


1029 1868 Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). Seldom do we have the opportu¬ 
nity to offer an 1868 Seated Dollar whose surfaces are as attractive¬ 
ly original and carefully preserved as those of this Superb example. 
The obverse displays rich antique-copper peripheral toning that 
frames an apricot-pink center. The same toning scheme is evident on 
the reverse, but the former shade is much less extensive in distribu¬ 
tion. Direct angles readily reveal deep mirrored reflectivity in the 
fields, as well as vivid cobalt-blue undertones that backlight the 
antique-copper shadings. With the exception of trivial softness to 
the highpoints of the reverse eagle, all devices are crisply delineated. 
Silky smooth in sheen, and worthy of a premium bid. Like the other 
early Motto issues in the Seated Dollar series, the 1868 is an elusive 
coin as a business strike that is usually represented by a high-quality 
proof in date collections. 

NGC Census: just 1; and none are finer. PCGS Population: none are finer than 

Proof-65 with a Cameo designation. 

PCGS# 7016. 


Infrequently Offered Gem 
1869 Seated Dollar 

A Richly Toned Proof 


1030 1869 Proof-66 (NGC). Otherwise dominant tannish-gray patina 
yields to steaks of medium-gray tinting toward the upper and lower 
obverse rim areas, as well as along the upper-right reverse border. 
The backlighting colors that one sees at direct angles include laven¬ 
der, powder-blue, and orange-gold shades. The obverse impression is 
'T. full, as is that on the reverse save for a bit of trivial striking incom¬ 
pleteness over a few isolated highpoints of the eagle. With unques¬ 
tionable originality and nary a detracting blemish to report, we rec¬ 
ommend strong bids when this coin crosses the auction block. 

NGC Census: 11; with a mere five finer in Proof-67. 

PCGS# 7017. 

Scarce 1870 Seated Dollar 
In Proof-66 


1031 1870 Proof-66 (NGC). Produced in greater numbers than any 
proof Seated Dollar since 1861, the 1870 has an original mintage of 
1,000 pieces. It may surprise some collectors, therefore, to learn that 
the 1870 can be more challenging to locate than such other Motto 
issues in this proof series as the 1867. We feel that this anomaly is 
due to the fact that many 1870 proof sets remained unsold at years 
end and were subsequently melted. 

Dominant antique-copper patination is accented in blushes of 
pinkish-silver and antique-gold toning, as well as cobalt-blue, gold, 
and salmon-pink undertones. A uniformly brilliant finish is readily 
evident as the surfaces dip into a light. Sharply struck in virtually all 
areas, and free of even a single outwardly noticeable distraction. 

NGC Census: only 9: with none finer. 

PCGS# 7018. 
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Gem 1871 Proof Silver Dollar 


1032 1871 Proof-65 (PCGS). With a combined business strike and 
proof mintage of more than 1 million coins, the 1871 is one of the 
most readily recognizable type candidates in the entire Seated Dollar 
series. Collectors of specimen coinage, therefore, are sure to see spir¬ 
ited bidder competition for this originally toned Gem. Mostly gold¬ 
en-copper in appearance, the surfaces exhibit warmer cobalt-blue 
peripheral shadings that are much more extensive on the reverse. All 
areas, however, are equally free of mentionable handling marks. 
Shimmering mint brilliance is evident as the surfaces rotate under a 
light. Sharply struck over all but a few isolated design elements, this 
rich-looking example is solidly graded as a Gem. 

PCGS Population: 16; .3 liner. 

Conditionally Challenging Proof 
1872 Seated Dollar 

NGC Proof-66 with Richly Original Toning 


1033 1872 Proof-66 (NGC). Like the 1871, the 1872 is often used to 
represent the Motto Seated Dollar series in type collections of proof 
coinage. We caution bidders, however, that neither issue can accu¬ 
rately be described as “common” in the finest grades. This is an 
expertly preserved Gem whose surfaces are silent on the subject of 
distracting contact marks. Razor-sharp definition points to a power¬ 
ful impression from the dies. Both sides are originally toned in warm 
tannish-copper patina that yields to more vivid pink and blue high¬ 
lights around the peripheries. (The final two colors are most readily 
appreciable at direct angles.) An attractive and conditionally rare 
offering from the Rod Sweet Collection. 

NGC Census: 9; with a mere two coins finer (Proof-67 finest). 

PCGS# 7020. 


Scarce, Final-Year 
1873 Proof Seated Dollar 

Extraordinary Proof-66 Ultra Cameo 
Grade at NGC 


1034 1873 Proof-66 Ultra Cameo (NGC). Virtually untoned, this 
exquisite-looking Gem is possessed of stark field-to-device contrast. 
The former features are satiny in sheen, whereas the latter exhibit a 
deeply reflective finish. All areas are equally free of bothersome han¬ 
dling marks, and the strike is pleasingly sharp throughout. A faint 
blush of medium-gold iridescence over the center of the obverse por¬ 
trait is noted. 

Production of proof coins amounted to 600 pieces in this, the 
final year of the Seated Dollar series. This limited mintage is proba¬ 
bly due to Congress’ abolition of the standard Silver Dollar with the 
Mint Act of February 12, 1873. To further add to the difficulty that 
collectors will encounter when searching for an attractive represen¬ 
tative of this issue, federal records indicate that 2,258 proof Silver 
Dollars were melted in the Mint on July 10, 1873. Many of these 
coins are believed to have been dated 1873. Today, this issue is right¬ 
ly regarded as one of the scarcer proofs in the Motto Seated Dollar 
series. 

NGC Onsus: 1; with just two finer through Proof-68 UC. 

PCGS# 7021. 
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The Business Strike Sealed Dollar Series 
lustrated by the Rod Sweet Collection 


T: 


he business strike Seated Dollar series of 1840- 
1873 can be divided into two major types: the 
No Motto design of 1840-1865; and the Motto 
design of 1866-1873. One can also divide these coins 
into categories by issuing Mint, or by method of 
distribution. Regardless of exactly how one chooses to 
tackle this series, however, they will find that 
it is one of the most challenging to collect 
in all of U.S. numismatics. This state¬ 
ment is further emphasized when one 
considers the various Mint State grades, 
but it is just this level of preservation 
where Rod Sweet chose to focus his 
considerable collecting talents. 

The Seated Dollars of the 1840-1849 era 
were made primarily for domestic circulation, and 
almost exclusively at the request of bullion 
depositors. Since the public at that time 
took little interest in these coins, few 
have survived in Mint State. This 
portion of the Seated series is signifi¬ 
cant in that it includes the United 
States' premier branch mint Silver 
Dollar: the 1846-0. It, too, is a condi¬ 
tionally challenging delivery that is rarely 
offered finer than EF. Incredibly, the Rod Sweet 
example is not only Uncirculated, but Choice with 
a grade of MS-63 from PCGS. 

Silver Dollar production fell off rapidly in 
the 1850-1852 era due to the manner in 
which the California Gold Rush upset the 
United States' monetary system. The two 
rarest P-mint issues in this series were 
produced during these years. The 1851 (1,300 
pieces struck) and the 1852 (1,100 coins 
delivered) are both low-mintage issues that were 
probably melted in significant numbers by bullion 
dealers and speculators. This activity almost certainly 
affected the 1850 and 1850-0, both of which are also 
rare in Mint State. 



Beginning in 1853 and continuing through 1869, 
Silver Dollars were produced on government account 
primarily for use in export trade. With the exception 
of the 1859-0 and 1860-0, all of these issues are 
elusive in today's market (even in circulated grades). 
Quantities of these two New Orleans Mint deliveries 
circulated domestically beginning in the 1870s, and 
the Treasury Department relea^s of 1962-1964 
also included several bags of Uncirculated 
examples. A historically significant issue from 
this era is the 1859-S: the United States' first 
San Francisco Mint Silver Dollar. It is also 
jr. ? _ a rare delivery with the federal 

government exporting most of the 
20,000 coins struck. 

The Motto issues produced 
W from 1870 through 1873 include 
* some of the most common Seated 
r Dollars, as well as some of the rarest. 

In the former category are the 1871, 
1872, and (to a lesser extent) 1870. 
Rarities include the 1871-CC, 





1872-CC, 1872-S, and 1873-CC, 
the final delivery being one of the 
most difficult in the Seated Dollar 
series to locate in any grade. The 
fact that the '73-CC is the only 
circulated coin in the Rod Sweet 
Seated Dollar Collection illustrates 
this fact. It has received a grade of 
; AU-53 from PCGS. 

Not only does the Rod Sweet 
Collection include examples of virtually all 
business strike deliveries in the Seated Dollar 
series, hut the coins are Mint State with only 
one exception. Furthermore, many fabulous 
condition rarities are included, such as the 1853, 1863, 
and 1868 in MS-66, as well as a stellar 1860 in MS-67. 
Clearly, the sale of these wonderful business strikes 
will help to define the Seated Dollar market for years 
to come. 
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Business Strike Seated Liberty Dollars 


Historically Significant 
1840 Seated Dollar 

High Condition Census MS-64 Quality 
PCGS Pop: 3/0 


1035 1840 MS-64 (PCGS). Production of Silver Dollars commenced in 
earnest in 1840 after small deliveries of Gobrecht Dollars into the 
avenues of commerce during the late 1830s. The premier issue in the 
new Seated Liberty series was produced to the extent of 61,005 
pieces. With the exception of a limited number of coins produced on 
the government’s account to acquaint bullion depositors with the 
new series, most 1840 Seated Dollars were struck in response to 
deposits of silver bullion. Unlike with coundess other first-year issues 
in the history of the U.S. Mint, the contemporary public does not 
appear to have taken much interest in the 1840 Silver Dollar. As 
such, few pieces have survived in Mint State, and even AU coins are 
fairly scarce. First-year type collectors of high-grade coins, therefore, 
are likely to have to wait a significant amount of time before anoth¬ 
er Choice example appears at auction. 

Copper-gray patination envelops both sides and deepens in shade 
a bit in most areas around the reverse periphery. The strike is overall 
sha.p—a feature that is not all that common for a Seated Dollar 
from this decade—and there are no sizeable or individually men- 
tionable abrasions. A few wispy distractions, however, are noted in 
the fields, but these features do not call into question the validity of 
the MS-64 designation. Mint luster is full and pleasingly vibrant 
with a softly frosted texture. This is a rare Condition Census coin 
w'th an extremely low PCGS population that would serve as a cen¬ 
terpiece in any specialized collection of Seated coinage. 

PCGS Population: 3; 0 finer. To date, NGC has only certified a single example in 
Proof-64, and there arc also none finer at that grading service. 

PCGS# 6926. 


Scarce BU 1841 Seated Dollar 


1036 1841 MS-62 (NGC). Produced in respectable numbers for a 
Seated Dollar from the 1840s, the 1841 has an original mintage of 
173,000 pieces. Survivors are actually scarcer than this total might 
imply, and the 1841 is actually about four times rarer than the 1842 
(with a generally similar delivery of 184,618 coins). When offered in 
todays market, the 1841 is apt to be circulated to one degree or 
another. Not so the present example. Both sides are free of wear with 
full, if somewhat muted, mint luster. The surfaces are satiny in sheen 
beneath an overlay of generally even lavender-gray toning. A few 
speckles of copper-russet patina are also noted here and there toward 
the reverse border. The strike is a bit soft over the highpoints, but the 
number of scattered abrasions is not excessive for a Seated Dollar at 
the BU grade level. Worthy of a solid bid. 

PCGS# 6927. 
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Seldom-Offered 
1842 Seated Dollar 
In PCGS MS-64 


1037 1842 MS-64 (PCGS). The 1842 is one of the most frequently 
encountered Seated Dollars from the 1840s, at least in circulated 
grades. Mint State examples also turn up now and then in the mar¬ 
ket, but such coins seldom grade finer than MS-63. At the near-Gem 
level, the 1842 is a significant condition rarity, and neither PCGS 
nor NGC has yet to certify a single example finer than MS-64. 

This is one of the most attractive 1842 Seated Dollars that this 
cataloger has ever handled. Mint luster is full and vibrant with a 
shimmering, mostly frosty texture that yields to semi-reflectivity in 
the obverse field. The obverse is overlaid in delicate pinkish-lavender 
iridescence that deepens in shade a bit at the denticles. The reverse 
is more brilliant, but there are blushes of golden-russet patina 
around the periphery. Sharply struck throughout, and free of all but 
a few abrasions, most of which are concentrated in the upper reverse 
field (as typically seen for the type). An important coin that would 
be difficult to improve upon in terms of eye appeal. 

Die polish lines (as struck) are evident in the obverse field, and there is also a cud¬ 
like break (again, as made) on the obverse rim outside stars 12-13. 

PCGS Population: 18; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6928. 


Condition Rarity 
1843 Seated Liberty Dollar 

Unsurpassable MS-64 Grade at the 
Major Certification Services 


1038 1843 MS-64 (NGC). The overall and condition rarity of the 1843 
■ is very similar to that of the 1842. Both issues are common in cir¬ 
culated grades, sometimes available in Uncirculated grades through 
MS-63, and rare any finer. What’s more, survivors of both deliveries 
are currently unknown above MS-64 at PCGS and NGC. 

Richly original toning envelops both sides in dominant reddish- 
copper shades. There are a few blushes of cobalt-blue tinting around 
the peripheries, and some areas of silver-gray tinting are intermin¬ 
gled here and there on both sides. The strike is generally bold, but 
we do note a bit of softness to the detail over the top of the eagle’s 
left (facing) wing on the reverse. Outwardly noticeable abrasions are 
few and far between. With a full endowment of satin-to-softly frost¬ 
ed luster and uncommonly well-preserved surfaces, this impressive 
near-Gem is seemingly earmarked for inclusion in another top-qual¬ 
ity Seated Dollar collection. 

NGC Census: 8; with none finer. 

PCGS# 6929. 
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Popular, Low-Mintage 
1844 Seated Dollar 

Brilliant Uncirculated 



1039 1844 MS-61 (NGC). Although the Mint’s reasoning behind the 
resumption of yearly Silver Dollar production in 1840 was to pro¬ 
vide bullion dealers with a larger alternative to the Half Dollar, there 
was not much of that precious metal available within the United 
States until the discovery of the Comstock Lode in 1859. Such was 
the scarcity of bullion deposits in 1844 that the Mint struck just 
20,000 Dollars of that date, all of which were delivered on the last 
day of the year. The low-mintage 1844 has long been a favorite 
among collectors, and circulated examples never remain on the open 
market for long. Mint State coins are the province of advanced spe¬ 
cialists, and they are quite rare even in BU. 

As one should perhaps expect for a Silver Dollar issue with just 
20,000 pieces produced, the coin in this lot is semi-prooflike in fin¬ 
ish with modestly glowing fields. Both sides are essentially untoned, 
although we do note a blush of delicate pinkish-tan iridescence 
along the lower-left obverse border and a few speckles of russet color 
on the reverse at the D in DOL. Sharply struck, with no more than 
the expected number of small, moderate, and somewhat larger abra¬ 
sions for the assigned grade. The final-mentioned distractions are 
concentrated on the reverse. A bright, mosdy silver-white example 
that should have little difficulty finding its way into a specialized col¬ 
lection. 

In addition to having been produced in limited numbers, the 1844 is popular due 
to the presence of four lines in each of the vertical stripes in the obverse shield. All 
other Seated Dollar issues display three lines in these vertical stripes. This feature is 
widely believed to be a doubled die, and there is also evidence of obverse doubling 
on the right shield border, several of the letters in LIBERTY, and the ribbon upon 
which that word is described. 

NGC Census: 5: 9 finer (MS-64 finest). 

PCGS# 6930. 


High Condition Census 
1845 Seated Dollar 
From the Eliasberg and 
Rod Sweet Collections 

PCGS MS-63 With Richly Original Toning 



1040 1845 MS-63 (PCGS). Continuing a trend of low-mintage Silver 
Dollar production begun in 1844, the 1845 has an original mintage 
of just 24,500 pieces. The latter issue is equally as popular among 
collectors as the former, but the realization among most collectors 
that they need to acquire circulated examples is more pronounced 
for the 1845. Writing in 1993, Q. David Bowers describes the 1845 
in Mint State as “the rarest of all Liberty Seated Dollars of the 
1840s.” The elusive nature of this issue in Uncirculated condition is 
such that both the Richmond Collection (David Lawrence, 2004) 
and Morris Silverman Collection (Heritage, 2002) examples graded 
only MS-60. 

To the best of this cataloged knowledge, this is the only Choice 
1845 Seated Dollar that we have ever offered, and it is at the top of 
Condition Census for the issue. The surfaces really cannot get any 
more original in appearance. The obverse displays dominant silver- 
gray patina with blushes of golden-orange iridescence around the 
periphery. On the reverse, rich cobalt-blue toning encircles the bor¬ 
der and outlines the eagle. The balance of the latter side is also sil¬ 
ver-gray in sheen. A few highpoints of the reverse eagle are a little 
softly defined, but we stress that the overall impression is impres¬ 
sively sharp for the type. Mint luster is softly frosted and suitably 
vibrant, and there are even hints of very modest brightness evident 
in the obverse field at certain angles. Just a few scattered, generally 
well-concealed abrasions are all that seem to bar this important con¬ 
dition rarity from an even finer grade. 

There are rwo as-struck features that helped us trace this coin's pedigree: on the 
obverse, a small planchct void is present in the field below star 1; and on the reverse, 
there is a grease streak over the top of the eagle's right (facing) wing. 

PCGS Population: just 1; with a lone MS-64 example finer. NGC has certified an 
additional two coins in MS-63, and there is also a single MS-64 piece finer at that 

PCGS# 6931. 

From our April 1997 sale of the Louis £. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, lot 
2210. Earlier from Charles Steigerwalt’s October 14, 1896 sale of the 
Henry Blair Collection, and also pedigreed to John H. Clapp and the 
Clapp Estate. 
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Extraordinary 1846 Seated Dollar 
Condition Rarity 

Unique MS-65 Grade at NGC 




1041 1846 MS-65 (NGC). Seated Dollar production returned to pre-1844 levels with a delivery of 1 10,600 pieces in 1846. Similar in availability to the 
1842 and 1843 in worn condition, the 1846 is scarce-to-rare in the various Mint State grades. As a Gem, the 1846 is currently represented by only 
three coins at the major grading services, all of which are at the pinnacle of Condition Census for the issue. 

This richly toned example possess a somewhat sharper strike than the plate coin in the 1993 book Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the United 
States: A Complete Encyclopedia by Bowers. The top of the eagle’s left (facing) wing, a few of the neck feathers, and the eagle’s left (facing) leg are still, 
however, a little softly defined. Both sides are awash in mostly antique-copper patina with blushes of cobalt-blue, orange-russet, and pale-pink high¬ 
lights scattered around the obverse periphery. Some blue-gray shadings are also intermingled on the reverse, and there is a swath of silver-gray tinting 
over the upper-right border area on that side. Noticeable abrasions are few and very far between, and a series of tiny, staccato-like handling marks on 
Liberty’s right (facing) hand are mentioned solely for pedigree purposes. Certainly among the most important offerings in the business strike portion 
of the Rod Sweet Collection, and worthy of inclusion in the finest set. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 3; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6932. 
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Choice 1846-0 Seated Dollar 
Condition Rarity Richly Toned 

Solidly Within the Condition Census for this 
Historically Significant Issue 


1042 1846-0 MS-63 (PCGS). The 1846-0 is the premier mintmarked 
issue in the U.S. Silver Dollar series, and one of only four New 
Orleans Mint deliveries of the Seated type. Almost the entire 
mintage was placed into domestic circulation, with the result that 
the ‘46-0 is a relatively easy coin to find in grades below EF. High- 
grade circulated coins are somewhat scarce, and Mint State pieces are 
rare and seem to have survived solely as a matter of chance. (There 
was little, if any, collector interesr in branch mint coinage prior to 
the 1893 publication of Augustus Heaton’s treatise on mintmarks.) 
Any 1846-0 Seated Dollar that grades at or above MS-63 is solidly 
within the Condition Census for the issue. 

Blatantly original, the example in this lot displays the deeply set 
toning that is frequently seen on extant ‘46-0 Dollars. Both sides are 
awash in tannish-gray patina, with a few streaks of slightly variegat¬ 
ed color intermingled on the obverse. The strike is well above aver¬ 
age with overall sharp definition and emerging detail over Liberty’s 
head on the obverse. Free of singularly mentionable abrasions, the 
surfaces may have secured an even finer grade were the luster more 
vibrant in sheen. A conditionally rare, low-pop Silver Dollar that is 
of turther importance since PCGS holder is an older variant with a 
green insert. 

PCGS Population: 4; with a lone MS-64 example finer. (NGC Census: 1: 1 finer.) 

PCGS# 6933. 

From Heritages 1993 Baltimore ANA Sale, lot 6481. 


Unsurpassable 
1847 Seated Dollar 
Mint State-65 



1043 1847 MS-65 (PCGS). This coin possess what we consider to be 
one of the sharpest strikes possible for a Seated Dollar from this 
decade. Most devices are fully delineated, and those that are not still 
display emerging definition. (Examples of the latter features include 
Liberty’s head and star 13 on the obverse, as well as the top of the 
eagle’s right wing on the reverse.) The mint finish is equally impres¬ 
sive with a full endowment of shimmering, softly frosted over both 
sides. With the exception of a few pale blushes of rose iridescence in 
isolated rim areas, the surfaces are untoned. Incredibly well pre¬ 
served for the issue, with none but a few small abrasions scattered 
about. 

The 1847 (140,750 pieces produced) is similar in overall rarity 
to the 1842, 1843, and 1846, all of which are among the most fre¬ 
quently encountered No Motto Seated Dollars in circulated grades. 
This issue is a bit more available in Mint State than the other three, 
but Gems must still be regarded as extreme condition rarities. In 
fact, the Rod Sweet coin in this lot is currently one of only six so- 
graded examples at PCGS and NGC. It is, therefore, at the top of 
Condition Census for the issue. 

A tiny grease streak (as struck) in the reverse field below the eagle’s head is men¬ 
tioned for pedigree purposes. 

PCGS Population: 4; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6934. 
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Choice 1848 Seated Dollar Rarity 

One of Just 15,000 Pieces Originally Produced 


1044 1848 MS-63 (PCGS). After respectable mintages in 1846 and 
1847, Seated Dollar production at the Philadelphia Mint plummet¬ 
ed to 15,000 coins in 1848—the lowest total for any single issue in 
the 1840s. Scarce in circulated grades, the 1848 is even more so in 
Mint State. MS-63 examples are currently surpassed in grade by only 
a single MS-66 coin at PCGS. 

This coin has received the same grade from PCGS as the 
Richmond (David Lawrence, 2004) and Morris Silverman 
(Heritage, 2002) specimens, but it seemingly distinct from those 
two coins. The reverse displays rich copper-gray toning that deepens 
to well-blended charcoal-gray and cobalt-blue shades on the obverse. 
Both sides are equally free of singularly mentionable abrasions, and 
an overall bold strike appears to be just a bit sharper on the reverse. 
One of the finest 1848 Seated Dollars that most collectors will have 
the opportunity to acquire, this originally preserved example is sure 
to see spirited bidding at auction. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer in MS-66. NGC has certified only three coins in MS- 
63, and none finer. 

PCGS# 6935. 


Brilliant Near-Gem 
1849 Seated Dollar 


1045 1849 MS-64 (PCGS). Fully frosted luster is vibrant in sheen and 
readily appreciable in the absence of mentionable toning. There are 
no singularly mentionable abrasions, and their number is seemingly 
few enough to warrant consideration at the Gem BU level. A few 
isolated highpoints in the centers and around the peripheries are 
softly impressed, but we stress that this feature is not uncommon for 
a No Motto Dollar from the 1840s. An attractive, brilliant near- 
Gem that almost certainly qualifies as mid-Condition Census. 

We agree with Bowers (1993) that the 1849 is the final Seated 
Dollar issue that was placed into circulation at the time of delivery. 
This method of distribution, along with a respectable original 
mintage of 62,600 pieces, explains why the 1849 is relatively plenti¬ 
ful in circulated grades. As with all other Seated Dollars from the 
1840s, the 1849 is scarce-to-rare at the various Mint State levels, and 
the issue is seldom encountered finer than Choice. 

PCGS Population: 8; with a mere two finer. (NGC Census: 5; 2 finer.) 

PCGS# 6936. 
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Choice, Condition Census 
1850 Seated Liberty Dollar 

From a Limited Original Mintage 



1046 1850 MS-64 (NGC). The effects of the California Gold Rush on 
the Mint’s production of Silver Dollars was almost immediate. As 
thousands flocked west in the aftermath of James Marshall’s 1848 
discovery, the price of silver relative to gold rose steadily. By 1850, 
the disparity between these two precious metals had reached the level 
where a Silver Dollar’s bullion value exceeded its face value. Since 
these coins were now being hoarded and kept from circulation, the 
Philadelphia Mint limited production of new examples to just 7,500 
pieces in 1850. Bowers (1993) also opines that the government’s 
desire to promote the new Gold Dollar might also explain the low 
mintage of the 1850 Silver Dollar. 

The combination of a limited original delivery and widespread 
melting at the hands of bullion dealers and speculators explains why 
the 1850 is an elusive coin in both circulated and Mint State grades. 
When offered at the latter level, this issue is apt to grade no finer 
than BU. At the top of the combined PCGS and NGC population 
reports, this nearly Gem-quality survivor is richly toned in charcoal- 
gray shades. The central reverse does appear to lighten a bit to cop¬ 
pery shades, but only at certain angles. Direct light calls forth evi¬ 
dence of the semi-prooflike finish that is characteristic of most high- 
grcue ‘50-P Dollars. Sharply impressed from the dies, with the only 
worthwhile pedigree marker being a small reverse reeding mark 
be'ween the E in ONE and the D in DOL. 

Repunching on the base of the 0 in the date is noted, and there are a few die file 
marks (as struck) at the denticles below the digits 50. This obverse die was also used 
to strike the proof 1850 Dollar in the Rod Sweet Collection. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 5: 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6937. 


Rarely Offered Near-Gem 
1850-0 Seated Dollar 

Uncommonly Attractive for the Issue 



1047 1850-0 MS-64 (NGC). The 1850-0 is one of this cataloger’s 
favorite issues in the entire Seated Dollar series. Federal records 
report a not overly generous mintage of 40,000 pieces, and domes¬ 
tic circulation throughout the antebellum South undoubtedly took 
a heavy toll on this delivery. Examples, therefore, are scarce in all 
grades. The '50-0 is also a prime condition rarity, with even AU 
coins being elusive in today’s market. Add to this the fact that so 
many 1850-0 Dollars have been dipped or cleaned and one can eas¬ 
ily understand the desirability of the colorfully, originally toned 
near-Gem. 

Light golden iridescence blankets both sides with blushes of rich 
cobalt-blue and reddish-russet patination scattered around the 
peripheries. An overall sharp strike, particularly for an O-mint issue, 
with just a bit of softness to the detail over some of the obverse stars 
and the eagle’s neck feathers and upper-left (facing) wing on the 
reverse. Creamy, satin-textured luster flows from rim-to-rim, there 
being none but a few abrasions here and there in the fields. 
Currently unsurpassable in certified grade at either PCGS or NGC, 
this high-Condition Census example would serve as a centerpiece in 
even the finest Seated Dollar set. 

All 1850-0 Seated Dollars that we have handled display scattered die rust pits (as 
produced) in the reverse field. The most prominent of these is evident below the O 
in OF 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 5: and none are finer. 

PCGS# 6938. 
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Key-Date 1851 Seated Dollar 
A Richly and 
Colorfully Toned Coin 


High Condition Census MS-64 Quality 



1851 MS-64 (NGC). The only 1851 Seated Dollars believed to have been struck in 1851 are 1,300 business strikes. 
The primary reason for such a limited original mintage is the same given above for the 1850: the immense quantities 
of gold emerging from California forced the bullion value of the U.S. Silver Dollar to rise above its face value. Since 
most known survivors of this key-date issue grade EF, AU, or Mint State, it is unlikely that the 1851 was placed into 
circulation at the time of issue. While some coins eventually did circulate, such pieces were retrieved after only a short 
stint in commercial channels, and probably by bank tellers or others who recognized the desirability of the 1851 date. 
Mint State survivors are thought to have been acquired directly from the Mint by well-connected numismatists (per 
Bowers, 1993). 

Well cared for since the time of striking, this beautiful near-Gem has acquired a rich endowment of original ton¬ 
ing. The obverse displays charcoal-gray patina that yields to somewhat lighter copper-gray hues in the center. These 
colors give way, respectively, to bluish-gold and reddish-lavender undertones at direct angles. The reverse is no less 
original, but the appearance is pne of mostly even silver-gray toning and warm golden-apricot undertones. With the 
exception of Liberty’s head and a few of the stars on the obverse, all features are more-or-less boldly impressed. Semi¬ 
prooflike in finish, as usually seen for the issue, with no mentionable distractions save for a shallow graze in the upper- 
right reverse field. The 1851 never fails to attract undivided bidder attention whenever an example appears at auction. 

Light die polish lines are most readily discernible in the obverse field, and there is also a clashmark at Liberty’s right (facing) arm. On the reverse, one call see 

a well-concealed grease streak through the bottom of the shield. All of these features are as struck. 

NGC Census: just 2; with a single MS-65 example finer. 

PCGS# 6939. 
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Business Strike 
1852 Seated Dollar Rarity 

PCGS MS-63 



1049 1852 MS-63 (PCGS). As with most high-grade survivors of this low-mintage Seated Dollar, the coin in this lot dis¬ 

plays a semi-prooflike finish with modest, yet appreciable brightness in the fields. Bold-to-sharp striking definition is 
seen throughout, with the reverse eagle virtually full in detail. There are some mottled golden-russet highlights at the 
denticles, and a blush of pink and blue toning along the right obverse border, but the surfaces are predominantly 
untoned. True, there are a few scattered ticks here and there, but both sides appear smooth enough to warrant con¬ 
sideration at the near-Gcm level. Worthy of a strong bid. 

The 1852 continues the trend begun in 1850 of low-mintage Silver Dollar deliveries from the Philadelphia Mint. 
This issue boasts the most paltry business strike mintage of the 1850-1852 era with just 1,100 coins produced. As with 
the 1851, the 1852 does not appear to have seen widespread circulation, and survivors seldom grade below EF. Of 
course, given such a limited mintage and the economic chaos of the early 1850s, the 1852 is a rare coin at all levels of 
preservation. In the finer Mint State grades (above MS-62), the 1852 is a bit more challenging to locate than the 1851. 

Scattered striations in the fields are as struck and quite common for the issue. 

PCGS Population: 2: 4 finer through MS-65. NGC docs not report any coins finer than MS-62. 

PCGS# 6940. 
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Stellar 1853 Seated Dollar 
In Mint State-66 



1050 1853 MS-66 (NGC). While the Mint Act of February 21, 1853 lowered the weight of the Half Dime, Dime, Quarter, 

and Half Dollar, Congress decided to leave the Silver Dollar at 26.73 grams. Senator John Sherman gave the reason for 
this in his memoirs (quoted in Bowers, 1993): “No mention of the dollar was made in the Act of 1853. It had fallen 
into disuse and when coined was exported, being more valuable as bullion than coin.” Indeed, the 1853 is the first of 
several P-mint Seated Dollar deliveries that seem to have been intended primarily for shipment overseas. While it is like¬ 
ly that most of the 46,110 Silver Dollars struck in 1853 were exported, many appear to have remained within the 
United States since the 1853 is the most frequently encountered P-mint issue of this decade. Bowers even opines that 
a small hoard of Mint State pieces entered the numismatic market sometime in the late 1970s or early 1980s. 

Despite the fact that the 1853 is the most plentiful 1850s Silver Dollar issue in Mint State after the 1859-0 and 
1860-0, it is not often encountered finer than MS-64. At the pinnacle of Condition Census, this high-quality exam¬ 
ple is among the most beautiful No Motto Seated Dollars of any date that this cataloger has ever handled. Both sides 
are fully frosted with delicate golden-silver tinting and whispers of orange-russet patina at the rims. An otherwise sharp 
strike wanes just a bit over stars 9-13 on the obverse. There are one or two wispy abrasions in the right obverse and 
upper reverse field areas, but we stress that the surfaces are exceptionally smooth in overall appearance for a Silver 
Dollar of this type. In fact, NGC has certified just 12 No Motto examples in grades above MS-65, and these coins 
grade either MS-66 or MS-67. A beautiful representative that would fit equally well into either a top-quality date and 
mint set, or an advanced type set. 

A loupe reveals several spindly obverse die cracks through stars 1-7. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: just 2; with none finer. 

PCGS# 6941. 
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Richly Original 
1854 Seated Dollar 

Important MS-64 Grade 



1051 1854 MS-64 (NGC). Produced in limited numbers (33,140 
pieces) and widely exported, the 1854 is an understandably scarce 
coin at all levels of preservation. In Mint State, the 1854 is decided¬ 
ly rare, and many collectors are forced to settle for EF or AU exam¬ 
ples (provided they can even find coins in those grades). A fully orig¬ 
inal near-Gem, this crisply delineated representative displays a blan¬ 
ket of warm golden-silver patina on both sides. Speckles of copper- 
russet toning have gathered in the protected areas around many of 
the devices, particularly on the obverse. With full, softly frosted lus¬ 
ter and no singularly mentionable abrasions, this coin would accept 
nothing less than a Choice rating. An important rarity from the Rod 
Sweet Collection. 

NGC Census: 2; 6 finer in MS-65. 

PCGS# 6942. 

From David Lawrences November 2004 sale of the Richmond 

Collection, lot 1477. 


Absolute and Condition Rarity 
1855 Seated Dollar 

Mint State-63 With Even Patination 



1052 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). With a lower mintage than the 1854 (26,000 
pieces vs. 33,140 pieces), the 1855 is a bit rarer at all levels of preservation. 
This fully Choice survivor is currently unsurpassable in PCGS-certified 
grade. Both sides are awash in warm golden-gray patination with a few 
thin streaks of slighdy deeper tinting intermingled through the central 
obverse. We have no complaints about the strike, all features exhibiting 
bold-to-sharp definition, and there do not appear to be any abrasions that 
would preclude a near-Gem rating. Pleasingly lustrous, with very modest 
hints of brightness evident in the fields as the coin dips into a light 
Continuing the trend begun in 1853, the 1855 was intended prima¬ 
rily for use in the United States’ export trade. Since most examples that left 
our nations borders were undoubtedly melted overseas, one can easily 
understand why this issue is so elusive throughout the grading scale. Mint 
State coins are particularly rare, and seldom appear above the MS-62 level. 
PCGS Population: just 5: and there are none finer. NGC reports another two coins 
in MS-63, with a lone MS-64 example finer. 

PCGS# 6943. 

Underrated 1856 Seated Dollar 
Rarity in Mint State 



1053 1856 MS-62 (NGC). The 1856 (63,500 pieces produced) is similar 
in rarity to the 1855, and both issues are within the upper 25% of rare 
Seated Dollars in Mint State. While we have handled a few well struck 
1856 Dollars in recent years, the norm for this issue is more-or-less soft¬ 
ness of detail over the highpoints. The coin in this lot does display 
noticeable lack of definition over Liberty’s portrait and the stars on the 
obverse, as well as the reverse eagle. On a positive note, the surfaces are 
pleasingly lustrous and seemingly smooth enough to have secured a 
Choice grade (were it not for the soft strike). Otherwise golden-gray 
patination assumes somewhat of a pinkish-gray appearance as the coin 
dips into a light. According to Bowers (1993), the 1856 is one of the 
true “sleepers” in the Mint State Seated Dollar series. 

There is a light, thin streak of grease (as made) on the reverse over the top of the 
eagle's right (facing) wing. 

NGC Census: 5; with a further five finer. 

PCGS# 6944. 
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Near-Gem 1857 Seated Dollar 

A Heavily Exported Issue With Just 
94,490 Pieces Originally Produced 



1054 1857 MS-64 (NGC). In the experience of this cataloger, the 1857 
is one of the two Seated Dollar deliveries from the 1850s that shows 
up with noticeable striking softness most often. The other is the 
1856. (See the preceding lot.) Another characteristic of most extant 
1856 Dollars in Mint State, and one that is certainly more popular 
among collectors, is a prooflike finish. Indeed, the coin in this lot 
displays radiant brightness in the fields beneath an overlay of delicate 
copper-silver iridescence that deepens a bit at the denticles. As allud¬ 
ed to above, the strike is noticeable soft in a few areas: over Liberty’s 
head, foot, and several of the stars on the obverse; and over the 
eagles head, the top of the right (facing) wing, the first S in 
STATES, the letters AM in AMERICA, the E in ONE, and the D 
in DOL on the reverse. Most of design features are suitably bold in 
detail, and there are no singularly mentionable distractions save for 
a shallow graze in the revere field before the eagle’s beak that helped 
us trace the pedigree. 

After the 1853, this issue is actually the most frequently encoun¬ 
tered P-mint Seated Dollar from the 1850s. We do not mean to 
imply that the 1857 is “common,” for virtually all Silver Dollars 
from this decade are scarce-to-rare in an absolute sense. The 1857 is 
of further importance as a condition rarity, with precious few sur¬ 
vivors grading finer than near-Gem. 

NGC Census: 15; with a mere two finer. 

PCGS# 6945. 

From Heritages April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 
4048. 


Wonderfully Original 
1859 Silver Dollar 

An Elusive Issue in Mint State 



1055 1859 MS-64 (NGC). In marked contrast to its identically dated 
O-mint counterpart, the 1859-P is an issue for which Mint State 
examples have not survived in large numbers. The disparity between 
the high-grade rarity of the 1859 and 1859-0 certainly does not 
have anything to do with original mintage figures. In fact, the 
256,500-coin delivery for the former issue is roughly similar to that 
of 360,000 pieces for the 1859-0. Furthermore, John M. Willem 
(1965) believes that both the 1859 and 1859-0 (as well as the 1859- 
S) were struck primarily for export to China. Why, then, is the ‘59- 
P a significant rarity in Mint State whereas the ‘59-0 is one of the 
most common Silver Dollars of its type at that level? The reason 
seems to be nothing other than chance. Whereas several bags of 
Uncirculated 1859-0 Dollars emerged from Treasury Department 
vaults in the early 1960s, there have been no similar discoveries of 
‘59-P examples. 

Proponents of originality will certainly appreciate this beautiful 
near-Gem. There is a base of antique, golden-copper patina on both 
sides, over which splashes of more vivid blue and pink colors have 
gathered. The final two shades are mostly concentrated in the pro¬ 
tected areas around the devices and at the denticles. Full, vibrant, 
frosty mint luster is seen throughout, and an otherwise sharp strike 
wanes minimally over Liberty’s head and the surrounding stars. Were 
it not for a few well-scattered abrasions in the fields, this coin would 
probably have secured an even finer grade. Currently unsurpassable 
in NGC-certified grade, and of further importance to specialists, as 
such. 

NGC Census: 14; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6946. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Uncommonly Well-Preserved 
1859-0 Silver Dollar 


1056 1859-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Far finer than the typically offered 
Treasury Hoard example, this coin is free of singularly mentionable 
bagmarks. In fact, the surfaces are overall smooth in appearance with 
none but a few tiny abrasions scattered about. A fully lustrous, 
frosty-textured finish is also worthy of praise, as are boldly-to- 
sharply struck devices. Lightly parinated in golden-silver iridescence, 
this coin would serve as an attractive representative of the No Motto 
Seated Dollar in a high-grade type set. A few swirls and streaks of 
slightly deeper tinting are noted solely for accuracy. 

PC.GS Population: 16: 1 finer. 

PCGS# 6947. 


Elusive 1859-S Seated Dollar 
In Choice BU 

The Premier S-Mint Silver Dollar in 
U.S. Coinage History 



1057 1859-S MS-63 (PCGS). Since trade between the United States 
and the Orient increased substantially by the late 1850s, the federal 
government was finally forced to use the San Francisco Mint for 
Silver Dollar production. It is actually surprising that this event did 
not occur sooner, what with San Francisco’s proximity to Oriental 
markets and the attendant ease and security of overseas shipments 
from that facility. Regardless, the 1859-S has the distinction of being 
the first S-mint Silver Dollar in the history of the United States 
Mint. It is also a scarce-to-rare coin with just 20,000 pieces pro¬ 
duced, many of which were melted or otherwise lost overseas. To 
date, PCGS has seen just 15 coins in all Mint State grades, none of 
which grade finer than MS-63. 

Pleasingly sharp in striking detail on the obverse, the reverse dis¬ 
plays a bit of softness to the definition over the eagle’s neck feathers, 
the top of the left (facing) wing, and the bottom of the left (feeing) 
leg. We stress, however, that these striking inadequacies are quite 
common for survivors of this issue. Otherwise golden-gray patina- 
tion assumes more of a dove-gray sheen on the obverse. A few swirls 
of slightly deeper tinting are scattered about, but we are unable to 
locate any abrasions that are worthy of undue concern. The ‘59-S is 
one of the most challenging Seated Dollars to obtain in higher 
grades, and it is an issue the presence of which is always the sign of 
an important collection. 

A tiny grease streak (as struck) at the reverse border outside the D in DOL is noted. 

PCGS Population: only 6: and there are none finer. NGC reports two coins in MS- 

63 and one in MS-65. 

PCGS# 6948. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


The Single-Finest Certified 
1860 Seated Liberty Dollar 

A Brilliant Superb Gem in NGC MS-67 



1058 1860 MS-67 (NGC). Another export issue, the 1860 is an elusive coin in all grades despite a relatively sizeable 

mintage of 217,600 business strikes. In Mint State, the ‘60-P is scarce, not rare, but it is still among the more chal¬ 
lenging Silver Dollars of its era to locate at that level. Of course, with an NGC grade of MS-67, the coin in this lot is 
nothing short of rare from a condition standpoint. In addition to its status as the single-finest certified 1860 Seated 
Dollar at PCGS and NGC, this exquisite Superb Gem is one of only four so-graded No Motto examples at both of 
these services. 

The eye appeal that this coin possesses is among the strongest that we have ever encountered on a Silver Dollar of 
this type. Both sides are brilliant-white in sheen with not even the lightest trace of toning to report. Mint luster is full 
and vibrant with a satin-to-softly frosted texture. The strike is sharply executed in most areas, but accuracy does com¬ 
pel us to mention a bit of softness to the reverse impression over the eagle s left (facing) leg and talon. Wispy abrasions 
are at an absolute minimum, and there are certainly none that would call into question the validity of the assigned grade. 
A true wonder coin among Seated Dollars, and an example that belongs in finest known date or type set. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 1; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6949. 

From David W. Akers’ session of Auction ‘90, lot 1634. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Gem 1860-0 Seated Dollar 
With Even Patination 


1059 1860-0 MS-65 (NGC). Most Mint State 1860-0 Seated Dollars 
in today’s market are brilliant with extensively abraded surfaces. 
Clearly, the coin in this lot traces its pedigree to a source other than 
the Treasury Department releases of the 1962-1964 era. We believe 
that that source is the Chimney Hoard of 1860-0 Seated Dollar dis¬ 
covered 69 years ago by a group of children in the chimney of an old 
house in New Orleans. Both sides are evenly toned in rose-gray pati¬ 
na through which lull, softly frosted luster is appreciable at most 
angles. There are also silver and gold undertones outlining many of 
the peripheral devices, but these colors are only evident under direct 
light. Sharp, yet not quite full striking definition is seen throughout, 
and outwardly noticeable abrasions are virtually absent. A condi¬ 
tionally rare representative of this, the final O-mint issue in the 
Seated Dollar series. 

NGC Census: 9; with four finer in MS-66. 

PCGS# 6950. 

Almost certainly from Heritage’s September 1997 sale of the Chimney 

Hoard. 


Originally Toned 
1861 Seated Dollar 

Impressive MS-64 Quality at PCGS 


1060 1861 MS-64 (PCGS). The final five issues in the No Motto Seated 
Dollar series are the 1861-1865 deliveries from the Philadelphia 
Mint. All of these Civil War-era coins were intended primarily in 
export trade, as were their P-mint counterparts dated 1853-1860. 
According to Q. David Bowers (1993), however, some Seated 
Dollars dated 1861-1865 may have remained within the borders of 
the United States. If this is true, then most of those coins must have 
been melted by the federal government as all of these issue are elu¬ 
sive in both circulated and Mint State grades. 

The distribution among extant Mint State 1861 Silver Dollars is 
odd in that such coins are rather evenly distributed from MS-60 
through MS-64. The Choice survivors may have been acquired 
directly from the Philadelphia Mint by well-connected collectors in 
the Northern states, but this is just speculation on our part. 
Regardless of the exact manner in which it left the Mint, this coin 
was obviously well cared for since that time. Both sides are overall 
smooth in appearance and, were it not for a few abrasions in the left 
reverse field, the surfaces may have secured a full Gem rating. Rich 
reddish-gray patina envelops both sides with blushes of cobalt-blue 
toning in most areas at the denticles. Free of bothersome striking 
incompleteness, with a full endowment of frosty mint luster. This is 
a pleasingly original near-Gem that would fit comfortably into any 
high-quality set. 

PCGS Population: 22; 5 finer (MS-65 finest). 

PCGS# 6951. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Sharp, Nearly Gem Quality 
1862 Silver Dollar 



1061 1862 MS-64 (PCGS). In keeping with its generally limited deliv¬ 
eries of silver coins during the Civil War, the Philadelphia Mint pro¬ 
duced just 11,540 business strike Silver Dollars in 1862. While cer¬ 
tainly not the most common No Motto issue in this series, the 1862 
does show up fairly regularly in circulated grades. Such is not the 
case, however, with Mint State coins. Examples at the latter level are 
rare, and especially so at or above MS-64. 

This is a wonderfully original representative with a mostly bril¬ 
liant obverse that does, however, exhibit a crescent of vivid blue and 
orange-tan iridescence along the border from 5 o’clock to 1 o’clock 
(moving clockwise). On the reverse, a delicate overlay of golden tint¬ 
ing is evenly distributed. A prooflike finish is readily evident, and the 
eye appeal further benefits from razor-sharp striking detail. Probable 
low Condition Census for the issue, this coin is sure to delight even 
the most fickle collector. 

Extensive striations (as made) are present in the fields on both the obverse and the 
reverse. These features are characteristic of most high-grade 1862 Seated Dollars in 
the market. 

PCGS Population: 14; 3 finer as MS-65. 

PCGS# 6952. 


High-Condition Census 
1863 Seated Liberty Dollar 

Mint State-66 With a PCGS Pop of 3/1 



1062 1863 MS-66 (PCGS). Like the other Civil War-era Silver Dollars 
. struck from 1862-1865, the 1863 usually shows extensive die stria¬ 
tions (as made) on high grade survivors. While these features are dis¬ 
cernible on the present coin, they are not as pronounced as those on 
the 1862 Dollar in the preceding lot. A probable later die state, this 
Gem 1863 has more of a frosty finish with only modest hints of 
brightness in the fields. Both sides are brightly untoned with sharp 
striking definition seen over virtually all devices. As befits the grade, 
we are unable to locate many abrasions, and the surfaces are overall 
smooth in appearance. Pedigree concerns alone compel us to men¬ 
tion a small obverse reeding mark inside star 12. 

The 27,200 business strike Silver Dollars delivered in the 
Philadelphia Mint in 1863 were almost certainly not paid out at face 
value at the time of issue. A Silver Dollar was worth more as bullion 
than as face value at that time, and the coins would almost certain¬ 
ly have been hoarded and/or melted. We believe that most of these 
Dollars were exported. Once overseas, these coins were also melted, 
albeit by foreign mints rather than by domestic bullion dealers. The 
result of its distribution is that the 1863 is an elusive issue in all 
grades that becomes downright rare in Mint State. At the high-end 
Gem level, the Rod Sweet example that we are offering in this lot is 
near the top of Condition Census. 

To the best of this cataloger’s knowledge, this is our first handling 
of this particular Gem 1863 Seated Dollar. We have, however, had 
the privilege of offering the other two MS-66 examples reported as 
part of current PCGS population data: 

1. Ex: Walter H. Childs Collection (Bowers and Merena, 
8/1999), lot 484. 

2. Ex: ANA Sale of the Millennium (Bowers and Merena, 
8/2000), lot 4431. 

PCGS Population: 3; with a single MS-67 example finer. (NGC Census: 1; 1 finer, 

also in MS-67.) 

PCGS# 6953. 
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Prooflike 1865 Seated Dollar 
PCGS MS-64 


Fully Gem 

1864 Seated Liberty Dollar 

Conditionally Rare 



1063 1864 MS-65 (PCGS). The yearly activities of the United States 
Assay Commission may explain why the 1864, when offered, is just 
as likely to be in Mint State as it is to be circulated. Of course, with 
a limited business strike delivery of 30,700 coins and its use in 
export trade, the 1864 is a scarce-to-rare issue at all levels of preser¬ 
vation. This is an expertly preserved example whose surfaces are per¬ 
haps just one or two wispy reverse abrasions away from an even finer 
Gem designation. Sharp-looking devices are seen throughout, and 
both sides exhibit an overlay of delicate, iridescent-gold toning. 
Noticeably prooflike in finish, with fields that glow with modest 
brightness at direct angles. Accurately graded and a delight to 
behold, this conditionally rare example is virtually unsurpassable in 
PCGS-certified grade. 

There are scattered striations (as struck) in the fields that are quite common for 
high-grade 1864 Seared Dollars. 

PCGS Population: 6; with a lone MS-67 finer. NGC reports a further seven coins 
in MS-6S, and none arc finer at that service. 

PCGS# 6954. 



1064 1865 MS-64 (PCGS). As with most other P-mint Seated Dollars 
of the 1850s and 1860s, the 1865 is a genuinely rare coin in Mint 
State. Once again, we believe that most of the 46,500 business strike 
Silver Dollars that flowed from the presses in the Philadelphia Mint 
this year were shipped overseas. Unlike with some earlier No Motto 
issues, however, the destination for many 1865 Dollars appears to 
have been Central and South America rather than the Orient. 
Regardless, the fate of most exported Seated Dollars is the same: 
destruction through melting. 

This fortunate example not only survived, but it did so without 
acquiring much in the way of distracting abrasions. In fact, the only 
handling mark that seems to have precluded a full Gem rating is a 
well-concealed obverse reeding mark over Liberty’s left (facing) knee. 
There is a blanket of delicate golden-silver iridescence on both sides, 
through which a bright, prooflike finish is readily appreciable. 
Sharply, if not fully impressed over all features, this coin possesses 
exceptionally strong technical merits even for the MS-64 grade. 
Worthy of a close look. 

A characteristic of most high-grade survivors of the issue, this 1865 Seated Dollar 

displays scattered striations (as struck) in the fields. 

PCGS Population: 10: with only one finer in MS-65. 

PCGS# 6955. 
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Gem 1867 Seated Dollar With Beautiful Toning 

Unsurpassable in Grade at Either PCGS or NGC 




1065 1867 Breen-5478. Large/Small Date. MS-65 (NGC). A few of our recent sales notwithstanding, the 1867 is one of the rarest P-mint issues in the 
entire Seated Dollar series. While certainly not in the same rarity class as the 1851 and 1852, business strikes of this date are elusive even in circulat¬ 
ed grades. In Mint State, the situation is even more strained with there being precious few survivors from which advanced specialists can choose. It is 
yet another sign of the importance of Rod Sweets collection, therefore, tnSt his business strike 1867 is not only Uncirculated, but a solidly graded, 
Condition Census Gem. 

Lovely pinkish-silver iridescence blankets both sides. There are also crescents of powder-blue tinting around the rims, most extensively on the 
obverse from before star 1 to star 9. An otherwise satin-to-softly frosted finish thins to modest, yet appreciable brightness in the fields. With a razor- 
sharp strike and nary a distracting abrasion to report, this coin possesses strong technical quality and captivating eye appeal. A Gem for the Seated 
Dollar date collector who demands the finest for his/her collection. 

The date has been punched over a previously entered logotype that was apparently intended for production of the 1867 Half Dollar. This blundered date obverse was also used to strike proof 
Silver Dollars of this date. Although this variety is certainly scarce as a business strike, we feel that Breens 1992 assertion that he knew of only two such examples of Breen-5478 is poten¬ 
tially misleading. Virtually all of the Mint State 1867 Seated Dollars that this cataloger has handled over the last six years have been examples of the Breen-5478 Large/Small Date variety. 
Did most Uncirculated 1867 Seated Dollars extant survive together as part of a small hoard, perhaps set aside from the same delivery? 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: 6; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6960. 



The courtyard of the Philadelphia Mint in the 1860’s. This image appeared in the 
December 1861 issue of “Harper’s New Monthly Magazine”. The iron vault for storage 
of Silver Dollars and bullion had not yet been built. 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 


Page 39 

































The Ron Sweet Collection 


Unsurpassable 
1868 Seated Dollar 
Condition Rarity 

PCGS MS-66 With Exceptionally Attractive Surfaces 



1066 1868 MS-66 (PCGS). There are currently only 13 Motto Seated Dollars certified MS-66 at PCGS. These coins are 

spread quite evenly among the P-mint issues of this type, with all but the 1867 possessing at least one example. In the 
case of the 1868, the PCGS Population in 66 is 3/0, none of these coins having appeared in a Bowers and Merena sale 
until now. 

Business strike Silver Dollar production ratcheted up to 162,100 pieces in 1868. Lest one assume this issue is eas¬ 
ier to obtain than, say, the 1861-1867 deliveries, we note that exportation was still the order of the day in 1868 for 
most of Uncle Sam’s newly struck Silver Dollars. Even in marginal Mint State grades, the 1868 is elusive. At or above 
the Gem MS-65 threshold, this issue is even more so, with such coins certainly ranking among the rarest Seated 
Dollars extant. 

This simply breathtaking example possesses two markedly different “looks” on both sides. The obverse is mostly 
golden-toned with blushes of richer orange-russet patination splashed around the periphery. As far as the reverse is 
concerned, the toning is much more vivid with an overlay of dominant olive-gray color that yields to medium-gold 
shades at the rims. A few streaks of silver-gray patina are intermingled on the latter side. Impressively sharp striking 
definition is seen throughout, and both sides are also noticeably prooflike in finish. The level of surface preservation 
is extraordinary for a Seated Dollar regardless of issue, there being no noteworthy abrasions. In fact, the only worth¬ 
while pedigree marker is an obverse planchet flaw at the denticles outside stars 5-6, and that feature is as struck. 
Advanced specialists take note: it will probably be many years before an 1868 Silver Dollar of similar quality and eye 
appeal appears on the market. 

I’( .tiS Population: just 3; and there are none liner. I lie lone MS-66 example on the current NGC Census is this coin, which means that that service does not 

report a single 1868 Dollar liner than MS-65. 

PCGS# 6961. 
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Important 1870 Seated Dollar 
In Gem BU 



1067 1870 MS-65 (PCGS). Although still extensively exported to 
China, the 1870 is the first Seated Dollar since the late 1840s that 
saw widespread domestic circulation at or close to the time of issue. 
(The 1859-0 and 1860-0 also circulated widely, but probably not 
until the 1870s, or at least ten years after striking.) As such, circu¬ 
lated example are easy to obtain in today’s market, at least by the 
standards of this series. Perhaps surprisingly, Mint State coins are 
somewhat scarce, but they are still encountered more frequendy than 
those of most other P-mint Seated Dollars with the notable excep¬ 
tion of the 1871 and 1872. 

Despite its commonness when viewed in the context of this 
series, the 1870 is still a genuinely rare coin in the finest Mint State 
grades. This impressive example is fully untoned with a rich endow¬ 
ment of satin-to-softly frosted luster shimmering across both sides. 
Bothersome abrasions are conspicuous by their absence, and men- 
tionable striking softness is confined to the usually affected high- 
points (Liberty’s head and a few of the stars on the obverse, and the 
eagle’s right leg and talon on the reverse). A solid Condition Census 
representative for the high-grade type or date collector. 

PCGS Population: just 4; with a lone MS-66 example finer. NGC reports a further 
five coins in MS-65, and none finer. 

PCGS# 6963. 


Always-Popular 
1870-CC Seated Dollar 
PCGS MS-63 

The First Carson City Mint Silver Dollar 



1068 1870-CC MS-63 (PCGS). Established by act of Congress on 
March 3, 1863, the Carson City Mint was ready for coinage opera¬ 
tions by December 1869. Even 1869-dated dies had arrived at that 
facility from the Engraving Department in the Philadelphia Mint by 
October 21 of that year. Nevertheless, coinage did not begin until 
the following year with a delivery of 3,747 Silver Dollars on 
February 10, 1870. A further 8,011 pieces were struck for a total 
1870-CC mintage of 11,758 coins. 

As the premier U.S. Silver Dollar from the fabled Nevada branch 
mint, the ‘70-CC has long enjoyed great popularity among collec¬ 
tors. Since this issue, while still rare at this level, is the most fre¬ 
quently encountered CC-mint Seated Dollar in Mint State, the 
unique nature of the double mintmark also appears to have made the 
‘70-CC quite popular among the contemporary public. 

This Choice representative is semi-prooflike in finish beneath a 
mostly even overlay of medium-intensity, lavender-gray patina. A 
few speckles of russet toning are also present over and near Liberty’s 
portrait on the obverse, as well as in and around the central reverse. 
Both sides are overall sharply struck, and the surfaces present as 
uncommonly smooth for the MS-63 designation. A not-overly-con- 
spicuous reeding mark on the reverse scroll before the word IN is the 
only worthwhile pedigree marker. As a Choice Mint State survivor 
of a popular and historically significant Carson City Mint issue, this 
1870-CC Dollar is easily one of the most significant offerings in the 
business strike portion of the Rod Sweet Collection. 

Struck from Bowers’ 2-E die marriage, the reverse of which was not used in the pro¬ 
duction on any other CC-mint Seated Dollar issue. 

PCGS Population: 8; and there is just a single MS-64 example finer. For compari¬ 
son purposes, the NGC Census is: 3; 0 finer. 

PCGS# 6964. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


Bright, Virtually Untoned 1871 Seated Dollar in MS-66 

Finest Certified at PCGS, Pop 1/0 



1069 1871 MS-66 (PCGS). Along with the 1872, the 1871 is the most readily obtainable issue in the Motto Seated Dollar series of 1866-1873. Of course, 
coins that grade at, near, or above MS-65 are conditionally rare. In feet, this high-end Gem is the single-finest certified survivor of this P-mint deliv¬ 
ery known to PCGS and NGC. Both sides are brightly untoned with noticeable prooflike tendencies in the fields. An overall sharp strike is a praise¬ 
worthy attribute, as are surfaces that possess none but a few small abrasions. There are a couple of handling marks on Liberty’s right (facing) forearm 
that should help establish this coin’s pedigree. Type collectors who demand the utmost in technical quality and eye appeal need to look no further than 
this lot as far as their search for a Motto Seated Dollar is concerned. 

PCGS Population: 1; 0 finer. (Formerly graded MS-66 at NGC, and now leaving that service with no examples finer than MS-65.) 

PCGS# 6966. 



The coining room in the Philadelphia Mint. Although this image appeared 
in the December 1861 issue of “Harper’s New Monthly Magazine", the scene 
was probably very similar a decade later when this 1871 Seated Dollar 
in the Rod Sweet Collection was struck 
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Exceedingly Rare Mint State 
1871-CC Seated Dollar 



1070 1871-CC MS-61 (PCGS). The 1871-CC boasts the lowest mintage in the Carson City Seated Dollar series with a 

paltry total of 1,376 pieces produced. Perhaps surprisingly, the ‘71-CC ranks only second in rarity after the final-year 
1873-CC. This is because whereas melting in the Mint claimed many 1873-CC Silver Dollars, the 1871-CC was dis¬ 
tributed into domestic circulation. Of course, the latter issue is still an extreme rarity with perhaps just 85-125 coins 
extant in the various circulated grades (per Bowers, 1993). Mint State survivors number just five pieces at both major 
grading services combined. 

This original-looking example displays dominant golden-copper iridescence with a few blushes of light, cobalt-blue 
tinting evident here and there toward the obverse border. The devices are quite sharply struck, although accuracy does 
compel us to mention a bit of softness to the detail over Liberty’s head and a few of the surrounding stars. There is a 
little bit of light chatter in the obverse field, and a few other handling marks are scattered about, but the surfaces are 
not excessively abraded for a CC-mint Silver Dollar at the BU level. Solidly within the Condition Census for this rare 
and eagerly sought issue, this coin is a no-questions highlight of the Rod Sweet Seated Dollar Collection. 

All known 1871-CC Seated Dollars were struck from Reverse B of the 1870-CC delivery. 

Combined PCGS and NGC Population: just five coins in all Mint State grades; with MS-64 the finest. 

PCGS# 6967. 
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Low-Mintage 
1872-CC Seated Dollar 

Significant, Seldom-Offered Mint State Quality 


1071 1872-CC MS-61 (NGC). Ranking third in rarity among the four 
CC-mint Seated Dollar deliveries, the 1872-CC is much more chal¬ 
lenging to locate than the 1870-CC (ranked fourth in rarity). Many 
of the Silver Dollars produced in the Carson City Mint in the for¬ 
mer year were lost to circulation on the frontier. Since a paltry total 
of 3,150 coins were originally produced, one should easily under¬ 
stand the elusive nature of the 72-CC across the grading spectrum. 
From a condition standpoint, the 1871-CC and 1872-CC are near¬ 
ly (yet not quite) equal, and both deliveries are among the most chal¬ 
lenging Seated Dollars to acquire in Mint State. 

Richly toned in copper-gray shades, this is a well-produced 
example with sharp definition seen over virtually all elements of the 
design. Direct angles call forth isolated blushes of medium-blue 
undertones around the peripheries. We are unable to locate any sin¬ 
gularly mentionable abrasions, but the surfaces appear to be a bit too 
scuffy beneath the toning to have secured a finer Mint State grade. 
Nevertheless, this is an uncommonly attractive representative of the 
issue that would serve as a highlight in an advanced collection of 
either Seated Liberty or Carson City Mint coinage. Traces of a semi- 
proofiike finish are discernible as the coin rotates under a light. 

Struck from Reverse C of the 1870-CC delivery, as are all known '72-CC Dollars. 

NGC Census: 4; 6 finer. 

PCGS# 6969. 


Important 1872-S Seated Dollar 

Choice Mint State 


1072 1872-S MS-63 (PCGS). A good representative issue for Seated 
Dollar distribution, the 1872-S probably saw not inconsiderable 
domestic circulation, fairly extensive exportation to the Orient, and 
some melting at the hands of the United States government. All of 
these factors, combined with a limited original mintage of 9,000 
coins, have resulted in a very elusive coin in today’s market. That 
said, the ‘72-S is actually the only readily collectible San Francisco 
Mint Seated Dollar of the Motto type, since there are no more than 
11 examples of the 1870-S believed extant and the 1873-S is cur¬ 
rently unknown in any collection. This adds further type collector 
pressure to what is already a limited supply of 1872-S Dollars. 

We have handled very few Mint State 1872-S Dollars over the 
years, and even fewer that are fully Choice in quality. With pleas¬ 
ingly vibrant satin luster and no abrasions that are worthy of partic¬ 
ular concern, this is an obviously important coin. The obverse is 
toned in dominant olive-copper patina with a few blushes of lighter 
tinting intermingled in the right field. The reverse is a bit lighter 
overall with a more even, pinkish-tan appearance. Both sides also 
display vivid peripheral highlights in powder-blue, cobalt-blue, gold, 
and/or salmon-pink colors. We have no complaints about the strike, 
virtually all features being sharply defined, and the number of trivial 
abrasions is far fewer than one might expect for the MS-63 designa¬ 
tion. Pedigree concerns alone compel us to mention a slanting graze 
in the left obverse field inside and below star 3. Very similar in tech¬ 
nical quality to the Eliasberg specimen that we offered in April 1997, 
and also among the finest known for this elusive, conditionally chal¬ 
lenging issue. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer, all of which grade MS-64. 

PCGS# 6970. 
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The Rod Sweet Collection 


About Uncirculated 1873-CC Seated Liberty Dollar 

The Rarest CC-Mint Issue in this Series 




1073 1873-CC AU-53 (PCGS). The 1871-CC may have been produced in lower numbers, but the final-year 1873-CC is the rarest Carson City Mint 
issue in the Seated Dollar series. Many of the 2,300 ‘73-CC Silver Dollars produced are believed to have been melted prior to distribution in the imme¬ 
diate aftermath of Congress’ passage of the February 12, 1873 Mint Act! As collectors will recall, this bill abolished the Silver Dollar and replaced it 
with the heavier Trade Dollar. Writing in 1993, Q. David Bowers opines that only 750-1,000 examples actually reached the avenues or commerce, and 
circulation certainly took a heavy toll on these coins. As such, any 1873-CC Seated Dollar is an exceedingly rare coin, and examples that approach the 
Mint State threshold never fail to see strong bidder competition at auction. 

This brilliant example retains flickers of original luster despite light rub and a smattering of mostly small-size abrasions. Wear is mostly confined 
to the highpoints, a few of which (Liberty’s head, for example) may have been a bit softly struck at the outset. There are no individually mentionable 
circulation marks on either side, and a small obverse spot in the field above Liberty’s ankle helped us trace this coin’s pedigree. There is also a small 
planchet flaw (as struck) at the obverse rim after the date that also proved useful in this regard. A coin that is certain to have little difficulty finding its 
way into another specialized collection of Seated Dollars. 

All 1873-CC Seated Dollars were struck from Reverse D of the 1870-CC delivery. 

PCGS Population: 1; 12 finer, only three of which are Mint State. 

PCGS# 6972. 

From Heritages April 2002 sale of the Morris Silverman Collection, lot 4068. Earlier from that firm’s August 2000 Philadelphia Signature Sale, lot 6194. 
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Auction Schedule 


August 10 - 13, 2005 

♦ Official Auctioneer ♦ 

Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Consignment Deadline: June 27, 2005 


October 26 - 29, 2005 

♦ Official Auctioneer ♦ 

Mandalay Bay Rarities Sale 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Consignment Deadline: September 23, 2005 


December 7- 10, 2005 

♦ Official Auctioneer ♦ 

Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Consignment Deadline: October 31, 2005 
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